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MIDRASH RABBAH SONG OF SONGS Section 1: 2, 1 – 2

xEA ¦C ©d `i ¦vŸen dïd̈ K ῭ §l ©n op̈g̈Ÿei i ¦A ©x x ©n ῭  ,Edi ¦R zŸewi ¦W §P ¦n i ¦p ¥wẌ ¦i ,x ¥g ©̀  xäC̈
cg̈ ¤̀ §e cg̈ ¤̀  lM̈ l©r Ÿexi ¦f£g ©nE ,xEA ¦c §e xEA ¦C lM̈ l©r `Ed KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d i¥p §t ¦N ¦n

KM̈ ,ŸeA W¥i oi ¦pi ¦C Kk̈ §e KM̈ ,d¤G ©d xEA ¦C ©d z ¤̀  Li¤lr̈ dŸ ©̀  l ¥A ©w §n Ÿel x ¥nŸe` §e l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦I ¦n
,ŸeA W¥i mi ¦xEn£g ©e mi ¦N ©w Kk̈ §e ,zŸee §v ¦n Kk̈ §e ,ŸeA W¥i zŸex¥f §B Kk̈ §e KM̈ ,ŸeA W¥i oi ¦Wp̈¢r Kk̈ §e

§Y ©̀  l ¥A ©w §n Ÿel x ¥nŸe` §e x¥fŸeg §e ,o ¥d ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i Ÿel x ¥nŸe` dïd̈ §e ,ŸeA W¥i xk̈Ü o ©Y ©n Kk̈ §e KM̈
,ei ¦R l©r Ÿew §WŸep dïd̈ cÏ ¦n ,o ¥dë o ¥d ,Ÿel x ¥nŸe` `Ed §e ,`Ed KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d l ¤W ŸezEdl̈¡̀

. ©gi ¦lẄ i ¥c §i l©r ,z©r ©cl̈ z̈ ¥̀ §xd̈ dŸ ©̀  :(dl ,c mixac) ai ¦z §k ¦c `Ed `c̈£d

Another explanation of “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth”
(Song of Songs 1:2). Said Rabbi Yochanan: An angel carried the spoken
statement from the mouth of the Holy One of Blessing, each statement in
turn, and brought it to every single one of the Israelites and said to him,
“Will you take upon yourself this statement? This and this are its rules,
this and this are its penalties, this and this are its decrees, and so many
commands, and so many lenient and strict rules are attached to it, and
this and this are its reward.” And the Israelite answers him, “Yes.” And
he replied and said, “Do you accept the divinity of the Holy One of
Blessing?” and he says to him, “Yes and yes.” At once he kissed him on
the mouth; hence it says “To you it was shown that you may know” (Deut.
4:35), by means of a messenger.

Ÿel x ¥nŸe` §e l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦I ¦n cg̈ ¤̀ §e cg̈ ¤̀  lM̈ l©r x¥G ©g §n dïd̈ Ÿen §v©r xEA ¦C ©d ,oi ¦x §n ῭  oi ¦pÄ ©x §e 
W¥i oi ¦Wp̈¢r Kk̈ §e KM̈ ,i ¦A W¥i oi ¦pi ¦C Kk̈ §e ,i ¦A W¥i zŸee §v ¦n Kk̈ §e KM̈ ,Li¤lr̈ §Y ©̀  i ¦p ¥l §A ©w §n
,i ¦A W¥i oi ¦xEn£g ©e oi ¦N ©w Kk̈ §e KM̈ ,i ¦A W¥i zŸee §v ¦n Kk̈ §e KM̈ ,i ¦A W¥i zŸex¥f §B Kk̈ §e KM̈ ,i ¦A

ei ¦R l©r Ÿew §WŸep xEA ¦C ©d cÏ ¦n ,o ¥dë o ¥d ,x ¥nŸe` `Ed §e ,i ¦A W¥i xk̈Ü o ©Y ©n Kk̈ §e KM̈
o ¤R :(h ,c mixac) ai ¦z §k ¦c ai ¦z §k ¦c `Ed `c̈£d ,dẍŸeY ©d Ÿec §O ¦l §e dn̈i ¦C ©d o ¤A oi ¦̀ §lEw ¤C ©̀ §l
x¥A ©c §n xEA ¦C ©d dïd̈ Ki ¥̀  ,Li¤pi¥r E`ẍ ¤W mi ¦xä §C ,Li¤pi¥r E`ẍ x ¤W£̀  mi ¦xä §C ©d z ¤̀  g ©M §W ¦Y

,KÖ ¦r

But the Rabbis say: The statement itself went in turn to every single one
of the Israelites and said to him, “Do you undertake to keep me? This and
this are its commands, this and this are its rules, this and this are its



penalties, this and this are its reward.” And he says “Yes and Yes.” At
once the statement kisses him on the mouth for Adkulain son of Chadimah
and teaches him the Torah, hence it is written, it is written, “Lest you
forget the things which  your eyes saw” (Deut 4:9). The things which your
eyes saw, how the statement spoke with you.

KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d i ¦R ¦n l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i Er §nẄ mi ¦xEA ¦c i¥p §W ,mi ¦xä §C ©d z ¤̀  g ©M §W ¦Y o ¤R ,x ¥g ©̀  xäC̈ 
,k zeny) ai ¦z §M zŸex §A ¦C ©d lM̈ x ©g ©̀  oi ¦pÄ ©x §C oŸen£r ©h x ©n ῭  i ¦e¥l o ¤A ©r ªWŸed §i i ¦A ©x ,`Ed

mC̈ §w ªn oi ¥̀ ¤W bi ¦lR̈ i ¦e¥l o ¤A ©r ªWŸed §i i ¦A ©x Dl̈ c ©a£r dn̈ ,dr̈n̈ §W ¦p §e EpÖ ¦r dŸ ©̀  x ¥A ©C :(fh
m ¦i©p §W x ©g ©̀ §l `N̈ ¤̀  dr̈n̈ §W ¦p §e EpÖ ¦r dŸ ©̀  x ¥A ©C x¥A ©c §n Ÿepi ¥̀  Ÿe` ,dẍŸeY ©A xg̈ ª̀ §nE

i ¦e¥l o ¤A ©r ªWŸed §i i ¦A ©x m ¥W §A oŸeni ¦q i ¦A ©x §A dc̈Ed §i i ¦A ©x §e dï §x©f£r i ¦A ©x ,zŸex §A ¦c dẄl §WE
dẍŸeY ©d lM̈ ,d ¤Wn Epl̈ dË ¦v dẍŸeY :(c ,bl mixac) ai ¦z §M i ¥x §n ῭  ,Di ¥zḧi ¦W Eqi ¦t §Y
zŸe` ¥n W ¥W dl̈Ÿer dẍŸeY `Ï ¦x §h ©ni ¦b §A ,i ¥e£d zŸee §v ¦n d ¥x §U¤r Wl §WE zŸe` ¥n W ¥W DN̈ ªM

i ¦R ¦n Ep §r ©nẄ Ÿ̀l L §l d¤i §d ¦i Ÿ̀l §e i ¦kŸp ῭  m ©x §A ,d ¤Wn EpÖ ¦r x¤A ¦C ,zŸee §v ¦n d ¥x §U¤r z ©g ©̀ §e
.Edi ¦R zŸewi ¦W §P ¦n i ¦p ¥wẌ ¦i :i ¥e¡d ,`Ed KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d i ¦R ¦n `N̈ ¤̀  d ¤Wn

 Another explanation of “Lest you forget the things” — Israel heard two
statements from the mouth of the Holy One of Blessing. Rabbi Joshua ben
Levi said: The reasoning of the Rabbis is that after all the statements it is
written “Speak you with us and we will hear” (Exodus 20:16). And how
does Rabbi Joshua ben Levi explain this? He differs from them in thinking
there is no before and after in the Torah. But even so, may not the words
“Speak you with us and we will hear” have been spoken after two or
three commandments? Rabbi Azariah and Rabbi Judah son of Rabbi Simon
followed the view of Rabbi Joshua ben Levi. They said that is written
“Moses commanded us Torah” (Deut. 33:4) — the Torah in its entirety
contains 613 commandments. In gematria the word Torah adds up to 611,
and these Moses spoke to us, but “I” and “You shall not have” we heard
not from the mouth of Moses but from the mouth of the Holy One of
Blessing, and so “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth.”

,op̈Ä ©x §e i`g̈Ÿei o ¤A oŸer §n ¦W i ¦A ©x ,`Ed KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d i ¦R ¦n `¥vŸei xEA ¦C ©d dïd̈ c ©vi ¥k §e
KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d l ¤W Ÿepi ¦ni ¦n `¥vŸei xEA ¦C ©d dïd̈ ¤W c ¥O©l §n x ¥nŸe` i`g̈Ÿei o ¤A oŸer §n ¦W i ¦A ©x
l©r li ¦n xÜr̈ dp̈Ÿen §W l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i d¤p£g ©n z ¤̀  s ¥wŸer §e x¥fŸeg §e ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ¤W ol̈ Ÿ̀n §U ¦l `Ed
KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d l ¤W Ÿel Ÿ̀n §U ¦l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ¤W op̈i ¦ni ¦n si ¦T ©nE x¥fŸeg §e li ¦n xÜr̈ dp̈Ÿen §W
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sŸeQ ¦n K¥lŸed ŸelŸew §e , ©gEN ©d l©r Ÿew §wŸeg §e Ÿepi ¦ni ¦n Ÿel §A ©w §n `Ed KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d §e ,`Ed
.W ¥̀  zŸea£d©l a¥vŸg 'd lŸew :(f ,hk mildz) x ©n¡̀ ¤P ¤X d ©n m¥I ©w §l ,ŸetŸeq c©r §e ml̈Ÿerd̈

i ¦xC̈ §̀ ¤p 'd L §pi ¦n §i :(e ,eh zeny) ai ¦z §k Ÿ̀l£d ©e dl̈ §r ©n §l l Ÿ̀n §U W¥i i ¦k §e oi ¦x §n ῭  oi ¦pÄ ©x §e
l ¤W op̈i ¦ni ¦l Ÿepi ¦ni ¦n `Ed KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d i ¦R ¦n `¥vŸei dïd̈ xEA ¦C ©d `N̈ ¤̀  ,'d L §pi ¦n §i ©gŸM ©A
,li ¦n xÜr̈ dp̈Ÿen §W l©r li ¦n xÜr̈ dp̈Ÿen §W l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i d¤p£g ©n z ¤̀  s ¥wŸer §e x¥fŸeg §e ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i

KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d §e ,`Ed KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d l ¤W Ÿepi ¦ni ¦l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ¤W op̈i ¦ni ¦n si ¦T ©nE x¥fŸeg §e
,ŸetŸeq c©r §e ml̈Ÿerd̈ sŸeQ ¦n K¥lŸed ŸelŸew §e , ©gEN ©d l©r Ÿew §wŸeg §e Ÿepi ¦ni ¦n Ÿel §A ©w §n `Ed

xEA ¦C ©d ,ŸeA §l ¤g i ¦A ©x i ¦l dp̈Ẅ dï §k ¤x ¤A i ¦A ©x x ©n ῭  .W ¥̀  zŸea£d©l a¥vŸg 'd lŸew :x ©n¡̀ ¤P ¤W
,ŸetŸeq c©r §e ml̈Ÿerd̈ sŸeQ ¦n ŸelŸew K¥lŸed w ©w §g¤p `Ed ¤W §kE ,eil̈ ¥̀ ¥n w ©w §g¤p dïd̈ Ÿen §v©r

,`l zeny) ai ¦z §k `d̈ §e ŸeA §l ¤g i ¦A ©x §l i ¦Y §x ©n ῭  .W ¥̀  zŸea£d©l a¥vŸg 'd lŸew :x ©n¡̀ ¤P ¤W
oi ¥c Ed ©nE Di¥l zi ¦xn̈£̀  ,i ¦p ¥w §pg̈ §l §Y §x ©a §q dẅŸepg̈ i ¦l x ©n ῭  ,mi ¦dŸl¡̀  r ©A §v ¤̀ §A mi ¦a ªz §M :(gi

ŸeA ©x §e a ¥zŸeM `Ed ¤W ci ¦n §l ©z §M i ¦l x ©n ῭  ,mi ¦dŸl¡̀  r ©A §v ¤̀ §A mi ¦a ªz §M o ¤a ¤̀  zŸg ªl :ai ¦z §k ¦C
 .Ÿecï l©r a ¥X©i §n

 And how did the statement come out from the mouth of the Holy One of
Blessing? Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai v. the Rabbis. Rabbi Shimon ben
Yochai said: This teaches that the statement went out from the right
hand of the Holy One of Blessing, to the left hand of Israel and turns and
goes right round the camp of Israel, eighteen miles square, and turns and
goes right round from the right hand of Israel to the left hand of the Holy
One of Blessing, and God receives it in God’s right hand and inscribes it
on the tablet, and the sound of it goes from one end of the world to the
other, to fulfil what is said “God’s voice splits the lightning shafts”
(Psalm 29:7). But the Rabbis said: Is there a left hand above? Is it not
written, “Your right hand, Almighty is majestic in power, Your right hand,
Almighty” (Exodus 15: 6). No. The statement went out from the right
hand of the Holy One of Blessing to the right hand of Israel, and turns and
goes right round the camp of Israel, eighteen miles square, and turns and
goes right round from the right hand of Israel to the right hand of the
Holy One of Blessing, and the Holy One of Blessing receives it in God’s
right hand and inscribes on the tablet, and the sound of it goes from one
end of the world to the other, as it is said “God’s voice splits the
lightning shafts.” Rabbi Berekhiah said: Rabbi Chelbo taught me: the
statement itself was inscribed by itself, and when it was inscribed the
sound of it goes from one end of the world to the other, as it is said
“God’s voice splits the lightning shafts.” I said to Rabbi Chelbo: This is
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what is written “Written by the finger of God” (Exodus 31:18). He said to
me, “Throttler do you think to throttle me!” I said to him “What is the
significance when it is written “Tablet of stone, written by the finger of
God?” He said to me “It is like when a student writes and his master
directs his hand.”

4


