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Ruth is new 
Liberal chair

RUTH SEAGER is the new chair of Liberal 
Judaism and has promised “lots of 
exciting plans for the future.”

Ruth was elected at Liberal Judaism’s 
AGM. She has previously served in many 
roles on the Liberal Judaism Board of 
National Officers and at East London 
& Essex Liberal Synagogue. She had 
been acting chair of the movement since 
Simon Benscher stepped down earlier 
this year due to ill health. She becomes 
the first woman to hold the position.

Ruth is a lifelong Liberal Jew. Her 
parents were founder members of 
Crawley Jewish Community.

She said: “It is an honour and a 
privilege to lead this movement as it goes 
from strength to strength.”

The AGM also saw Karen Newman and 
Graham Carpenter elected as Liberal 
Judaism deputy chair and vice chair 
respectively, while Janet Berkman, 
Ros Clayton, Susanne Combe, Amanda 
McFeeters and Owen Power were all 
elected or re-elected as officers.

Turn to page 9 for an interview with 
Ruth on her background and aspirations.

High Holy Days special
By Rabbi Charley Baginsky

WELCOME to a High Holy Days 
special edition of lj today. With 
us unable to be in our synagogue 

buildings over Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, this issue is intended to 
celebrate the new ways we have found 
to come together and guide us as we do 
so. It contains wonderful and eclectic 
commentary from my rabbinic colleagues 
that will inspire, educate and entertain.

This year has brought pain and 
disruption to so many lives. Covid-19 
has left too many families bereaved, too 
many people isolated, lonely and scared, 
and has caused the chasm between rich 
and poor to grow exponentially. We also 
mourn the opportunities we have lost 
to be physically together with friends, 
families and in our congregations.

Internally we have had much change, 
with Rabbi Danny Rich and Simon 
Benscher stepping down from their roles 
as chief executive and chair of Liberal 
Judaism. If ever there are two people 
committed to the values and wellbeing of 
Liberal Judaism and its communities, it 
is Danny and Simon. Their daily presence 
and guiding words are greatly missed, 
but I am delighted that both are now vice 
presidents of our movement.

At this time, I think of the playwrights 
Samuel Beckett and Bertolt Brecht. 
Having lived through the Second World 
War they knew that the model of theatre, 
entrenched in classic Aristotelian 
thought, had become completely defunct. 
It could not begin to give word to the true 
nature and problems of the world.

Beckett’s Absurd Theatre wanted to 
show the human condition was confusing 
and incomprehensible; Brecht and his 
Epic Theatre that humanity imposed its 
own conditions and therefore had the 
potential to change them.

Both wanted their audiences to 
understand that Aristotelian theatre was 
finished and the relatable narratives it 
espoused were no longer relevant. People 
should not feel like they could understand 
the world and feel complacent in it. 
Stories no longer had beginnings, 
middles and certainly not endings that 
were all neat and tidy.

However while Beckett strove to 
make people feel trapped in their own 
condition, Brecht wanted humanity 
to realise that they did have control 
over the world that surrounded them. 
Brecht wanted us to understand that 
complacency is not the answer - we have 
to act against the world’s problems. 

As Liberal Jews we are the heirs of 
Brecht - those who say we will create and 
inspire, interact and collaborate and take 
control rather than giving up in the face of 
catastrophe and disorder.

As we enter this New Year together, 
I am inspired by our congregations and 
humbled by your determination never to 
close the doors of your communities even 
when the physical building has to be shut.

Each congregation has supported its 
members, reached out into the wider 
community and reaffirmed that Liberal 
Judaism is not simply a collection of 
affiliate members of a federation but 
rather a collaborative community. 

The world we live in feels absurd. We 
can turn inwards and mourn all we have 
lost, focusing on ourselves alone, or we 
can pause and recognise how Covid-19 
has shown us how much we can change 
when we live not out of habit.

Let us shake, revive, reinvigorate. Let 
us make ourselves ready to enter the 
New Year and make the difference the 
world needs us to make. 

• Rabbi Charley Baginsky is interim 
director of Liberal Judaism.
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Liberal liturgy – tradition and change

I MIGHT be one of the diminishing 
number of people who has used all three 
of the different Liberal Jewish High Holy 
Days prayer books.

In my childhood and youth it was Rabbi 
Dr Israel Mattuck’s black covered Liberal 
Jewish Prayer Book: Volume 2, first 
published in 1923.

I used this book until my third year as 
a rabbi at Northwood & Pinner Liberal 
Synagogue when, in 1973, we started 
using Gate of Repentance. It was a 
memorable occasion as the Yom Kippur 
War broke out that very day and created 
heightened tension in the synagogue, 
especially as we were reading the newly-
crafted additional service, with its focus 
on Jewish history and persecution.

As a newly ordained rabbi my only 
contribution to Gate of Repentance was 
to get “crocodile” changed to “armadillo” 
in the musaf service. Two decades later 
Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh and I were 
charged by the Rabbinic Conference to 
update Gate of Repentance and, in 2003, 
Machzor Ruach Chadashah was born.

These three generations of Liberal 
Jewish liturgy show the ongoing creativity 
of our movement.

Mattuck’s book was a radical break 
from Jewish tradition. Many time-
honoured pieces were omitted, including 
the Kol Nidre, but much novel material in 
English was included.

Rabbis John Rayner and Chaim Stern 
produced a much more traditional Gate 
of Repentance, in its contents, structure 
and re-introduction of familiar prayers. In 
Machzor Ruach Chadashah we continued 
that trend.

But this year we are bound to 
experience something new and, in many 
ways, a return to Mattuck’s original 
thinking with shorter services and the 
omission of many traditional passages 
and much sung material.

This has come about because of the 
need to conduct services online, as our 
synagogues and buildings will remain 
shut over these holiest of days. Liturgy 
can be downloaded and printed for free 
from the Liberal Judaism website.

Some will think this a disaster. 
However, in my experience, each year has 
seen fewer worshippers attending all Yom 
Kippur services and staying in shul all 
day. This emergency situation has forced 
us to look at what we consider essential 
in our services and, maybe, the shortened 
liturgy and the nature of the times will 
give added meaning and depth to the 
prayers. It will be different but, hopefully, 
meaningful, rewarding and comforting. 

If successful there will be an added 
challenge ahead. If, please God, life 
returns to normal next year, after coping 
with the virus, will we want to return to 
services as they were in the past, or will 
the desire for creativity continue?

I wish you a happy and healthy New 
Year especially in the New Normal.

• Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein is president 
of Liberal Judaism

Rabbi Andrew 
Goldstein looks 
at how High Holy 
Days liturgy has 
changed again 
due to Covid-19

Reflections on Yizkor – Yom Kippur 5781 
Rabbi Alexandra Wright on the potency of remembering the dead this year
THERE is a moment late in the afternoon 
on Yom Kippur, when the Book of 
Jonah has been read and the plaintive 
notes of Judah Ha-Levi’s Yah Shim’cha 
conclude the minchah service, that one 
becomes aware of the hushed return of 
the congregation and a mournful sense 
of remembrance fills the sanctuary as 
evening begins to fall. 

The custom of remembering the 
dead on Yom Kippur goes back to the 
eighth or ninth century CE (Midrash 
Tanchuma, Ha’azinu 1, on Deuteronomy 
21:8). While different customs and dates 
emerged for remembering the martyrs 
slain during the Crusades and Black 
Death massacres, memorial prayers 
on Yom Kippur were reserved for family 
members. Yizkor, which was originally 
recited after the reading of the Torah 
on Yom Kippur, was moved by the 19th 
century Reformers to before Ne’ilah. 

In Machzor Ruach Chadashah, Yizkor 
begins with the singing of Psalm 23, 
Adonai Ro’i – ‘You are my Shepherd’ – a 
psalm associated with the funeral and 
shiva liturgy.

It continues with an acknowledgement 
of the burdens and sorrows that afflict 
humanity and the tentative contemplation 
of God’s presence in the midst of grief.

Verses from Psalms 90 and 8 speak 
of the transience and insignificance of 
human life: “What are we that You are 
mindful of us, we humans, that You care 
for us?”

A series of readings in English from 
Isaac M Wise, Herbert Samuel, Rabbi 
John Rayner and others echo this theme 
of human frailty, the endless and futile 
desires of our heart and the levelling of 
all distinctions that end with the grave.

But there is also reassurance that 
death is not something to fear; that 
we should cherish the time we have 
and resolve to use it well. And, at this 
moment, as we settle into a deep silence 
of personal memory of loved ones, we are 
“at the still point of the turning world.”

Yizkor will have a particular potency 
for us this Yom Kippur – remembering 
the deaths of those who died before their 
time without a partner, child or loved one 
by their side in their final days.

For some, perhaps, this service will be 
too painful to attend this year, with the 
grief too raw and death perceived as a 
waste and destruction.

For others who have grieved alone, 
unable to attend a funeral or shiva, 
the quiet moments of reflection, 
music, prayers and poems may be too 
overwhelming, whether it be sitting in 
front of a screen or joined together in 
sparse numbers, each one necessarily 
distanced physically from another.

Ritual and prayer are vehicles for 
rejoicing and grief. They hold us at that 
‘still point’; they help us to acknowledge 
complex and painful feelings; they 
connect us with others who are also 
grieving – we are not alone.

As we sit alone, without the warmth 
of other members of our congregation 
near to us, the task of our synagogues 
this year will be to help create a sense 
of virtual community, connecting us 
with each other and with the growing 
consciousness of an Unseen Presence, 
whose love and compassion may bring 
gentle consolation in the coming year.
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Our world has 
changed - now 
so must we
By Rabbi Dr Michael Hilton

AS a very small child, I remember 
once getting separated from my 
parents at The Liberal Jewish 
Synagogue (LJS) on Rosh Hashanah, 
and lost in the large crowd at the end 
of the morning service.

My Jewish world was mainly 
confined to close family and a few 
friends, but here was an annual 
glimpse of a much larger community 
that my parents knew and felt part of.

How different it is going to feel this 
year with everything online, following 
on from months of lockdown and a 
strange kind of isolation, where there 
have been lots of people and lots of 
meetings but only in a virtual reality. 

For Jews in the modern world, the 
High Holy Days have been the time 
to revisit the synagogue, to become 
absorbed in the community and to 
take part in communal acts both of 
celebration and contrition.

This year, making the season 
relevant is going to mean looking at 
the deeper meaning and themes.

It was a stroke of genius that our 
rabbinic tradition reinvented the two 
biblical festivals of Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur as a single season of 
self-reflection and renewal, linking 
them by the invention of the ‘Ten 
Days of Repentance’ to enable us to 
look not just outwards at the crowds 
but inwards into our own hearts.

Being on our own, or in small 
groups, this year could make that 
process easier and more meaningful.

When our prayers are packaged, 
as it were, in a carpeted theatre 
with a beautiful choir, they cease to 
disturb and worry us. This year, we 
won’t have that escape and that may 
do us good, because it’s a very deep 
human need to reflect on our lives 
and where they are going and to strip 
away the layers of self-deception 
which normally get in the way.

I once spotted a book online called 
How To Lose Weight Without Dieting. 
Lower down was the message – 
“customers who ordered this also 
purchased Favourite Cake Recipes.”

How easily we all deceive 
ourselves. How hard it is to change. 
Our world has changed. So must we.

Hope is within our grasp
Rabbi Danny Rich on a period of time like no other 

ON one thing we can surely agree: 
these High Holy Days will be like 
no other, and not least because the 
overwhelming majority of us cannot 
recall a time when our synagogues were 
(physically) closed for Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur.

The High Holy Days are, of course, a 
moment in both personal and communal 
lives for looking back, taking stock and 
beginning to contemplate the future.

It is many years since I was a full time 
congregational rabbi although, since I 
stepped down from my post at Liberal 
Judaism in March, I have fulfilled a locum 
post at Kehillah North London until the 
arrival of Rabbi Leah Jordan and virtually 
preached most weeks at a variety of 
Liberal Judaism constituents including 
the LJS, Finchley, South London, 
Kingston and Manchester. I am much 
looking forward to High Holy Days at 
Wessex and serving Three Counties and 
Stevenage Liberal Jewish Communities in 
the coming year.

Meanwhile I have been very impressed 
by how educational, prayer, pastoral 
and social activities have been provided 
across the range of Liberal Judaism 
constituents, encouraged and nurtured by 
the leadership at the Montagu Centre.

New national opportunities at, for 
example, the Biennial Weekend and on 
Shavuot were created. At a local and 
regional level the sharing of knowledge 
and resources has been mutually 
enriching. We should be proud of the 
Liberal Rabbinate and Cantorate and our 
musical, technical and other resources, 
whether paid or voluntary.

In the face of the sudden closure of our 
buildings, we have learnt Zoom, Teams, 
Meet and other electronic media which 
has enabled us to create community 
in ways we never imagined – and in 
numbers we never expected either!

Many have seen great advantages 
although personally I await the 
restoration of the physical minyan, 
distanced or not.

I am indebted to Rabbi Leah Jordan 
and her husband, and my friend and 
colleague, Rabbi Benji Stanley, who in a 
Tisha B’Av study session shared with their 
students this paragraph from an essay 
by Rebecca Solnit titled On Hope and 
Expectation, published in The Guardian in 
July 2016.

It is important to say what hope is 
not: it is not the belief that everything 
was, is or will be fine. The evidence 
is all around us of tremendous 
suffering and destruction. The 
hope I am interested in is about 
broad perspectives with specific 
possibilities, ones that invite or 
demand that we act. It is also not a 
sunny everything-is-getting-better 
narrative, though it may be a counter 
to the every-thing-is-getting-worse 
one. You could call it an account 
of complexities and uncertainties, 
with openings. “Critical thinking 
without hope is cynicism, but hope 
without critical thinking is naivety,” 
the Bulgarian writer Maria Popova 
recently remarked. And Patrisse 
Cullors, one of the founders of Black 
Lives Matter, early on described the 
movement’s mission as to “provide 
hope and inspiration for collective 
action to build collective power to 
achieve collective transformation, 
rooted in grief and rage but pointed 
towards vision and dreams.”

This seems to me to aptly capture my 
thinking as I approach these most unique 
of High Holy Days.

We have experienced a remarkable 
period of loss, restriction and perhaps 
mourning for a way of life that was. Yet, 
whilst we may have actions we regret, 
thoughts and words we might have put 
differently, Judaism teaches us that the 
possibility of repentance, of atonement, 
of change and of hope is within our grasp. 
It merely requires the honesty, effort and 
vision to open ourselves to it.

Wishing you all a healthy and fruitful 
year ahead.

Rabbi Danny Rich on a break after lockdown
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The High Holy Days at war

By Student Rabbi Gabriel Kanter-Webber

“FOR obvious reasons, old men and 
women should say their prayers at home 
this High Holy Days.”

This notice could have been printed in the 
Jewish Chronicle at any time over the last 
few months. In fact, though, it appeared 
immediately above the advice: “For the 
duration of the war it is strongly urged 
that top hats not be worn for synagogue.”

This was September 1939. This was the 
Jewish community’s plan for a strange, 
disrupted and unsettling High Holy Days.

I’d never really considered how 
synagogues continued functioning during 
the war. I knew that services continued 
happening in some form or another – 
Rabbi Marc Saperstein has published 
several books of wartime sermons – but 
until now I hadn’t stopped to think about 
the disruption that must have happened. 
Then I began searching the JC archives.

Kol Nidre was cancelled because 
it would have clashed with the 7pm 
blackout. Shofar-blowers were instructed 
to blow quietly lest they be confused for 
an air-raid siren. Morning services were 
strictly limited to two hours - “this can be 
achieved, including a sermon of a quarter 
of an hour’s length” reassured official 
instructions - and fancy singing was 
prohibited to help speed things up.

An editorial at the time spoke with the 
voice of the community: “Many ancient 
Kol Nidre melodies will be sadly missed. 
Old prayers, of necessity abridged, 
will awake many a memory of happier 
days. The shortened services stand 
as witnesses to the sorrow that has 
descended on the world. And not till all 

the familiar melodies again ring forth 
shall we know that the good fight for 
civilisation has been fought and, as we all 
dearly hope, won!”

Given the prospect that we, 81 years 
later, are also going to be facing an 
abridged, home-based High Holy Days 
– and, in particular, one with limited 
singing and shofar-blowing due to the 
astonishing capacity of both the human 
voice and the ram’s horn to spread the 
coronavirus – this editorial perhaps 
speaks in our language as well.

It wasn’t all bad, however. In November 
1944, The Liberal Jewish Synagogue held 
the first ever induction service for lay 
ministers across the Liberal movement 
– non-rabbis who had completed a 
course of studies to qualify as service 
leaders - filling in gaps in their home 
congregations created by the war. This 
was the beginning of what we know today 
as the Ba’alei Tefillah course!

What spoke to me most, though, from 
my perusal of the paper’s archive was 
the fact that elderly and vulnerable 
congregants were shielding back in 1939.

Of course, nobody who was an “old 
man or woman” in 1939 is still with us 
to describe their experiences of being 
alone at home while others gathered for 
strange-feeling truncated services.

We’ve swapped our top hats for Zoom 
and Streamyard, and of course the 
challenges of coronavirus are nothing 
like the challenges of the Second World 
War. Yet it’s reassuring to know that every 
generation encounters a complicated 
High Holy Day period – now it’s our turn 
to take up the tallit and make it work.

Love at the end 
of Yom Kippur
By Rabbi Aaron Goldstein

SOMETIMES we get lucky: a ritual 
manages to become a ‘tradition’ that no 
one wants to miss. Havdalah concluding 
Yom Kippur has become a Northwood & 
Pinner Liberal Synagogue phenomenon.

Even as we begin, the candle’s primitive 
luminescence casts its ethereal glow on a 
singular sight: radiant faces resplendent 
with warm smiles and gleaming, 
reflecting eyes—unified and full of love: 
love for each other, community and God. 

On Rosh Hashanah we emptied 
ourselves, ritually took the lint from our 
pockets - all the accumulated grime 
from the year - and let it be borne away 
on cleansing waters. On Yom Kippur we 
fill ourselves up again, not with material 
food for the belly, but with spiritual 
nourishment for the soul. We join in the 
exuberant, even raucous, singing of El 
Nora Alilah, but then call out to God, 
in quiet confidence: “Open a gate for 
us [p’tach lanu sha’ar]… You are a God 
of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, 
endlessly patient, and full of love.”

We conclude by repeating the 
exclusivity of our love for the one God - 
our religious equivalent of “I love you.” 
God’s response is heard in the final 
t’ki’ah g’dolah, the primal call of breath 
transformed through the length of horn 
that evokes the still, small voice of Elijah, 
“Israel, I love you too.”

Now, filled to the brim with the best 
New Year intentions to repair the world 
with our rehabilitated heart, soul and 
might, we experience Havdalah, the 
final pause before returning through the 
night’s darkness into the secular world. 

As the candle is extinguished, we look 
around with an element of ecstasy that 
rivals that of the Israelite prophets who 
met God in deserts, plains or hilltops.

The love of God demands the 
association, the care and the love of 
and for our sisters and brothers of the 
House of Israel. For even as we pursue 
our spiritual life with God, we pass 
our earthly lives alongside the people 
gathered there that day. We leave, then, 
in the fading holiness of the departing 
day, sanctified by a love reignited with 
God, and with prayers that our renewed 
relationships with others may last until 
once more we call “open a gate for us.” 

• This is an extract from Rabbi Aaron 
Goldstein’s entry in The Closing of the 
Gates: N’ilah (Prayers of Awe Series), 
edited by Rabbi Lawrence A Hoffman.

For more on the High Holy Days - including downloadable 
prayers and liturgy - please visit www.liberaljudaism.org
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The final Rosh Hashanah with my father
Rabbi Pete Tobias on why he chose cricket over going to (Orthodox) synagogue

MY CHILDHOOD memories of the High 
Holy Days were of mind-numbing hours 
spent in the Churchill Hall on Kenton 
Road - the location of the overflow 
service for the Kenton and District United 
Synagogue. 

There were many side streets nearby, 
which were useful for my dad (and many 
others) to park in and then walk to the 
service. I can safely say that I loathed 
every minute of what seemed a pointless 
exercise, as lacking in meaning and 
purpose as anything I could imagine.

But it wasn’t until I was 18 that I 
summoned up the courage to decline my 
dad’s invitation to accompany him to shul.

Rosh Hashanah 
fell that year on 
a Saturday, the 
day of the final of 
the Gillette Cup, a 
cricket competition 
in which our beloved 
Middlesex, whom 
my father and I had 
watched on many 
occasions together, 
were competing.

The game was 
being broadcast live on television. It was 
clear that we both wanted to watch it. 

I had rehearsed my speech, which 
would sum up all the doubts I had 
assembled over the years, ready to 
respond to my father’s demand that I 
accompany him to synagogue.

When the morning came, however, my 
courage deserted me and I remained 
hidden in my bedroom until I heard the 
front door close. At that point I went 
to the bathroom, where I was met by 
my father who had, I presume, cleverly 
closed the front door from within to lure 
me from my concealment. 

“Are you coming to shul?” he asked. 

“No,” I replied, seeing my wise 
thoughts pass unspoken before my 
mind’s eye. 

“And why’s that?” he challenged. 
I thought of my theological arguments. 

I wanted to point out that surely he would 
rather watch the cricket. After a long 
pause, I finally managed my stammered 
response... “Because I don’t want to.” 

All those years of religious and secular 
education poured into someone about to 
head off to university, and that was the 
best I could muster. 

“Well it’s good to know that you think 
you have all the answers at such an early 
age,” was his sarcastic, grim-faced reply. 
He turned, went downstairs and left the 
house. At least he managed to get his line 
out properly. 

Less than three hours later he was 
back and we watched the cricket together 
in an awkward silence. Middlesex 
were thrashed by Lancashire; their 
performance as inadequate as mine that 
morning.

Sadly my father and I were never in the 
same place for a High Holy Days service 
again – though he did see me ordained 
and inducted as a rabbi many years later.

Weighing up the scales of judgement
Rabbi Janet Burden on the need to address our minor wrongs of the last year

MY MOTHER 
always 
relished 
telling the 
story of her 
oral exam 
at the end of 
her pharmacy 
course, which 
began with 
a curious 
question: 
“Which 
weighs 

more, a pound of lead or a pound of 
feathers?” Not batting an eyelid, she 
replied, “A pound of lead.” The examiner 
smiled gently. “Take a deep breath and 
think again.” As the penny dropped, 
he explained to her: “I always ask that 
question to see if the candidates’ nerves 
have got the better of them. Please try to 
relax. I’m here to help you through this.” 

I remembered mum’s story as I was 
contemplating a key symbol of the High 
Holy Days: the scales of judgement. The 
idea of our deeds being weighed in a 
balance felt faintly ridiculous. It’s not like 
most of us have anything to worry about.

Oh, yes, we’ll read through the list of 
sins in Ashamnu, but it’s a formulaic 
exercise. There aren’t many whom we 
have truly wronged. It’s nonsense really, 
isn’t it? Perhaps.

But as I was mulling this over, the 
examiner’s question came, utterly 
unbidden, into my mind. “Which weighs 
more, a pound of lead or a pound of 
feathers?” 

I was dumbstruck to realise how 
easy it is to approach this season with 
a false sense of security in our own 
righteousness. Unless we are suffering 
from a severe lack of self-esteem, our 
subconscious minds defend our positive 
self-image against assault. On the whole, 

this is a good thing. Low self-esteem is 
enormously damaging to the spirit. 

Yet there is a downside to that 
subconscious tendency to view ourselves 
positively. Even a healthy ego can be a 
distorting mirror designed to flatter. 

When we do something wrong we 
weigh the deed in our minds, usually 
based on our sense of the consequences. 
Essentially, we ask ourselves, “Can we 
blow it away like a feather, or does our 
guilt weigh heavily like lead?”

We act promptly to address a serious 
wrong, making reparations, apologising 
and resolving to do better.

But what about the minor wrongs that 
we commit in thought, word or deed? 
Somewhere, those ‘feathers’ are piling up 
and landing one by one onto the scales of 
judgement. And a pound of feathers, as 
we all know, weighs exactly the same as 
a pound of lead. 

Now is the time to redress that balance.

Rabbi Pete Tobias with his parents and Rabbis Tony Bayfield and 
Andrew Goldstein at his induction at Glasgow New Synagogue
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Going Green for Shabbat
Benita Matofska on a special multi-community event

AFTER creating the first human, the Holy 
One Who is Blessed, took them around all 
the trees of the garden, and said to them: 
“See how lovely and excellent my works 
are; I have created them all for you. Take 
care not to spoil and destroy My world, 
for if you spoil it, there will be no one to 
repair it after you.”
Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) Rabbah 7:13

THE first Shabbat in July was no ordinary 
Friday evening - but then what is ordinary 
in these times? The date marked the 
second Green Shabbat: an initiative 
started by Eco Synagogue in 2019.

The mission - to put the planet at 
the centre of our prayers, focus on the 
pressing issue of climate change and to 
consider what we, as Jews, can do to take 
action for the planet.

This year, with the coronavirus 
pandemic putting a stop to regular 
physical synagogue services and our lives 
being lived more and more online, Green 
Shabbat became a digital event. 

The idea to bring together Liberal 
communities for a cross-country online 
service was the brainchild of Rabbi 
Tanya Sakhnovich from Nottingham 
Liberal Synagogue, who sits on the Eco 
Synagogue steering group.

Lay leaders from each of the eight 
participating communities - Leicester, 
Bristol, Brighton, Essex, Birmingham, 
York, Lincoln and Nottingham - shared 
personal reflections, poetry and songs 
about our care for the planet. Sixteen 
lay readers, along with the support of 
six rabbis including Liberal Judaism 
president Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein, 
delivered a poignant, beautiful and 
thought-provoking evening that lasted 
three hours and was watched by 1,000 
people via multiple channels. Of course 
none of this would have been possible 
without the technical wizardry of Leo 

Mindel and the support of 
Rabbi Charley Baginsky, 
Simon Rothstein and speaker 
Louise Lipman.

I was fortunate enough to 
be invited by Rabbi Elli Tikvah 
Sarah to represent my beloved 
synagogue – Brighton & Hove 
Progressive, where I sit on 
the council leading our Eco 
Synagogue work. During the 
service I read a poem I wrote 
this year for Earth Day as part 
of my Poetry for a Pandemic 
series (right).

I’m a passionate advocate of 
building a more caring, sharing economy. 
I believe that although our planetary 
resources may be finite, our potential 
to share is unlimited. If we can unleash 
that then there’s no end to what we can 
achieve. With over £3.5 trillion worth of 
wasted resources worldwide, we have 
enough food, housing and other vital 
supplies to feed, house and clothe the 
global population. Through the non-
profit organisation I set up almost a 
decade ago, The People Who Share, I 
have evidenced the fact that by sharing 
essential resources we could end hunger, 
poverty and even climate change. 

These were the themes of the 
discussion I led during the Green Shabbat 
kiddush and ‘dinner’. We exchanged 
ideas about how we can live more caring, 
sharing lives by sharing resources 
with families, friends, neighbours and 
colleagues

 During the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
have witnessed the biggest volunteer 
effort since World War II. Also for eight 
weeks, traffic in the UK was reduced to 
1955 levels and, with a 95% reduction in 
flights, our planet was able to breathe 
– ironically at a time when tragically 
humans were struggling to do so. Blue 
skies over Shanghai, fish in canals in 
Venice, people spending more time in 
nature and growing food – there are many 
lessons to be learned from this pandemic 
about how we live, the impact we have 
and what’s really important.

We now have an opportunity to 
reimagine society and build a sustainable 
economy that puts people and planet at 
its heart. Let’s ask ourselves each day, 
‘what can we share?’ and let’s make 
every Shabbat a Green Shabbat.

• The Green Shabbat service and 
readings are available in the resources 
section at www.liberaljudaism.org

Poetry for 
a pandemic

By Benita Matofska

As the people gasp for air
And the planet starts to breathe
As we stay inside our homes
A new economy we weave.

As we value our key workers
And priorities shift
Our lowered carbon footprint
Helps the smog to lift.

As we see the world more clearly
And adjust to a new pace
Now business as usual no longer has 
a place.

As those willing to face the future
Embrace a change for good
Let’s create for people and planet
Show the pandemic’s lessons are 
understood.

Let us rebuild our society
Act together to survive
Put community and planet first
And our economy will thrive.

BENITA 
MATOFSKA is 
an international 
speaker, 
change-maker 
and the author 
of Generation 
Share, a 
collection of 
stories from 

around the world about those 
transforming lives and the planet. 

Each book sold helps educate a 
slum-based girl in Mumbai, is made 
from 100% waste materials and 
plants a tree.

You can purchase a copy via www.
policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/
generation-share
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Four new Progressive rabbis 
ordained by Leo Baeck College

RABBI ANNA POSNER was ordained 
along with three colleagues in a special 
closed service at The Liberal Jewish 
Synagogue, having graduated from Leo 
Baeck College (LBC).

Anna is the new Progressive Judaism 
student chaplain and will also serve 
Beit Klal Yisrael and one other Liberal 
community. She was ordained alongside 
Rabbi Mati Kirschenbaum, Rabbi Deborah 
Blausten and Rabbi Dr Elliott Karstadt, 
who are all joining Reform congregations.

The ordination ceremony is one of the 
highlights of the Progressive Jewish 
calendar. It would usually be attended 
by around 500 guests in person, but this 
year was broadcast online instead.

The four new rabbis were ordained 
after completing the five-year 
postgraduate rabbinic course at LBC, 
which is celebrated for the depth and 
intensity of its training.

The ceremony was overseen by College 
principal Rabbi Dr Deborah Kahn-Harris 
and chair Dr Stephen Herman.

Deborah said: “I am truly proud of the 
academic standards, leadership and 
vocational skills our new rabbis have 
achieved during their time at the College.

“Following the ordination, we can all 
feel reassured that our rabbinic alumni 
are there to ensure progressive Jewish 
continuity for the next generation, 
fulfilling Leo Baeck College’s vision.”

(L-R) Rabbi Mati Kirschenbaum, Rabbi Dr Deborah Kahn-Harris, Rabbi Anna Posner, Dr 
Stephen Herman, Rabbi Deborah Blausten and Rabbi Dr Elliott Karstadt at the ceremony

Black Jews 
action group

An action group on Black Jews and Jews 
of Colour inclusivity in the Liberal Jewish 
community has been launched.

It includes members of Liberal 
Judaism communities – who are Black 
Jews, Jews of Colour or Black non-
Jewish members of Jewish families 
– and its goal is to make practical and 
sustainable recommendations in making 
our synagogues and other Jewish spaces 
welcoming, safe and celebratory.

The group has been put together by 
Kehillah North London member Omar 
Portillo (pictured). He said: “This is a step 
towards ensuring that our community 
lives out its potential and obligations in 
helping to bring about racial justice in the 
world around us.

“The Jewish community is a rich multi-
ethnic international community. Our 
Jewish scriptures teach us that we came 
out of Egypt in our mixed multitudes 
and as a diverse nation. All Jews stood 
together at Sinai in all of our diversity.

“Yet sadly this is not reflected today 
within our national Jewish organisations 
and denominations. Liberal Judaism has 
long been the ‘cutting edge’ of British 
Judaism; however we are falling short 
with our members who are Black Jews or 
Jews of Colour and this action group is a 
key step in changing that.”

Liberal Judaism interim director Rabbi 
Charley Baginsky added: “Talking about 
being inclusive is important but it’s not 
enough. We must draw attention to where 
we could do better and make change 
imperative. This group will be a chance 
to do all of these things but furthermore, 
and perhaps centrally, it will help us all 
to learn and educate ourselves. If this 
is not at the centre of a Liberal Jewish 
community then I am not sure what is!”

To find out more, please email Omar on 
omar@kehillah.org.uk

Join Singing for the Mind online

MEMBERS and friends of Liberal 
Judaism are invited to join Singing for 
the Mind – a weekly group at The Liberal 
Jewish Synagogue (LJS) for people with 
memory loss.

In normal times the hour-long 
Thursday afternoon sessions are held in 
the synagogue’s Montefiore Hall, where 

participants meet for refreshments, 
chat, music and dancing, led by trained 
song leaders and a team of volunteers. 
All participants are accompanied by 
someone, whether family, friend or 
professional carer.

Undeterred by lockdown, the sessions 
have continued online with much success 
- bringing pleasure to all those who have 
been taking part.

Being online has also opened the group 
up to people all over the UK and beyond. 
No longer do people need to live near the 
LJS in order to attend. Wherever you are, 
it is possible to join in. Both members and 
non-members alike are welcome.

To find out more and register, please 
contact sfm@ljs.org
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NLPS seeks 
new trustees
THE NLPS TRUST meets twice a year 
to approve grants to be made from 
its investment income. Many Liberal 
communities, Liberal Judaism 
itself and other organisations have 
received funding from the Trust to 
support their projects.

The Trust is looking to recruit new 
trustees, particularly those who have 
IT skills or investment experience.

The current trustees are members 
of the following congregations: 
Birmingham, Brighton & Hove, the 
LJS, Northwood & Pinner, Oxford 
and Wessex. The Trust is seeking to 
make the new appointments from 
other Liberal communities.

All Liberal Judaism communities 
have also been sent details of 
some recent changes in the Trust’s 
application process. Details of these 
are available at www.nlpstrust.org.uk

NLPS Trust chair Phil Stone said: 
“We look forward to continuing our 
support of new, small-scale projects 
that will make a real difference to the 
development of LJ communities.”

To find out more about the work 
of the NLPS Trust and/or apply to 
become a trustee, please contact 
Phil on chairman@nlpstrust.org.uk

A very human story 
rooted in Yiddishkeit
Boychick by Richard L Decof (ISBN: 9781689714655) 
Book review by Alison Turner

BOYCHICK is a series of 
related short stories, which 
tell the tale of Harold 
‘Boychick’ Silverman from 
birth to marriage. The 
author considers that many 
Jewish stories lack history, 
so he has written of 
Harold’s origins in Eastern 

Europe and the family’s arrival and life 
in the United States. The tales are told in 
the third person, by a neighbour.

The author has a fine turn of phrase 
and an easy way of writing. I was put off 
at first by there being 219 pages but I 
finished it easily in one morning.

My favourite sentences came near the 
beginning, in the first story, which reads: 
“Boychick’s was a strange convoluted 
creative mind that danced with reality, but 
changed partners often. It was a four-
walled racquetball court kind of mind 
with little blue rubber ideas bouncing in 
all directions.”

I searched for a Liberal Jewish twist 
and there is mention of tension between 
Orthodoxy and American Reform.

For example: “Lynn’s father, Grandpa 
Ben, became hysterical when he heard 
that his little grandson Harold was in the 
hospital... Ben openly wept and prayed 
every day. He even dusted off his tallit 
and yarmulke so he could attend Shabbat 
service in the Orthodox shul, just in case 
his switch to Reform Judaism might be 
the cause of God’s anger.” 

As Harold grows up he becomes 
preoccupied with girls, kept busy at 
school but like me mostly a daydreamer. 
Those of a nervous disposition may find 
there is too much mention of the relative 
merits of the different teenage girls in his 
life, but this is a very human story rooted 
in Yiddishkeit.

Richard also asks writers to contribute 
to future projects. For his next collection, 
he is looking for people to pen an original 
story about either a vivid dream of a past 
life, déjà vu that came true or a memoir 
of a late relative. He can be contacted on 
boychickstories@aol.com

• Boychick is available on Kindle or in 
paperback from www.amazon.co.uk

Bringing Wessex stories to life
By Pam Fox

TEN YEARS ago Wessex Liberal Jewish 
Community (WLJC) was established. As 
part of its celebration of this milestone, 
the community decided to embark on 
an oral history project leading to the 
production of a book, consisting of the life 
stories of a cross section of members.

As a Jewish historian, specialising in 
oral history, I was delighted to be asked 
to use my skills to lead the project. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
interviews have not happened in quite the 
way we anticipated - taking place online 
rather than face-to-face. However, the 
timing of the project could not have been 
better, for they have proved to be a means 
for keeping the community together.

Twenty-five life stories have already 
been completed. Each of them is 
fascinating in its own right; taken 
together they are even more powerful.

They present a wonderful picture of 
a community made up of people from 
diverse backgrounds, who have led 
interesting lives and have many talents.

Several were born in far-flung places 
– Canada, South Africa, Morocco and 
France. Some have converted to Judaism, 
while others have gravitated to Liberal 
Judaism from Orthodox backgrounds. 
Some members have been steeped in 
Judaism since birth and others have 
become interested in their Jewish 
heritage later in life.

This diversity is one of WLJC’s greatest 
strengths and accounts for its inclusive, 
egalitarian and welcoming atmosphere.

All of those interviewed have had very 
interesting careers - from organising 
the logistics in airports across Europe to 
training members of the Afghan army to 
fight the Taliban.

What people have chosen to do outside 
their working lives is just as interesting.

Many talents have come to light as a 
result of the interviews: a green-fingered 
gardener who grows enough fruit and 
vegetables to make him and his wife self-
sufficient; a congregant who has used her 
language skills to transliterate services 
both at WLJC and for a community in 
Spain; a member who has been writing 
poetry for many years; a ‘rabbi’ in a small 
Jewish community in Bermuda; and the 
person who sang in the bars of Paris.

The life stories also show how much 
people enjoy being part of WLJC - 
especially the way in which everybody 
contributes something and always helps 
others. The word everybody uses to 
describe the community is ‘warm’.

With this amount of talent, commitment 
and enthusiasm, the community’s 
existence is assured for at least another 
10 years. I am looking forward to bringing 
the life stories together in a publication 
that will be a source of pride for all.
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Liberals in Lockdown – a community response
By Alison Turner 
Liberal Judaism Archivist

LIBERAL JUDAISM wants to record and 
remember this time of pandemic for 
future generations, as well as learning 
any lessons for today and tomorrow.

In order to make a record, I created 
a survey and website for individuals 
and communities to tell their stories of 
how they have coped, changed, helped 
or been helped during Covid-19. It can 
be accessed and added to via www.
liberaljudaism.org/liberals-in-lockdown/

Responses have already started to 
come in, from London, Norfolk, Kent, York 
and as far away as Dublin and Zurich. 
The surveys are still open so please do 
give us your views. I am interested in both 
what has happened and also what people 
would like to happen in the future. 

Thinking about what is happening now 
I looked back in the archives at a similar 
situation, World War Two, and a few of the 
changes that brought about. 

Firstly, children were evacuated so the 
ULPS, as Liberal Judaism was then, sent 
correspondence courses for evacuees.

Secondly, refugees from Germany and 
other places arrived with many being 
adults seeking work. A number found 
places as nurses and Miss Lily Montagu 
wrote to hospitals asking for their names. 
Then she asked for pen pals for them, to 
help them settle in and find friends.

Finally, a large number of German 
speakers formed Belsize Park Synagogue 
as a constituent of ULPS. They held 
services in German and Hebrew and 
followed German Progressive traditions. 

During our 2020 lockdown people have 
valued Liberal Judaism’s online services, 
Hebrew lessons, talks, webinars, the Hot 
Potatoes panel events and the largest 
Biennial Weekend in living memory.

One respondent called it: “A wonderful 
way for connecting and celebrating our 
Jewishness - especially when so many 
people cannot attend physically.”

Another added: “Recently I’ve been 
tuning in to the Shacharit service hosted 

by Bristol & West Progressive Jewish 
Congregation, as well as watching 
various panels, talks and services from 
Liberal and Reform Judaism – especially 
during Pride Month.”

There is sadness too of course. People 
found it difficult to grieve properly and 
get the support of close friends and 
family, although Zoom funerals and 
shivas meant that people were able to 
join remotely. Some have felt lonely and 
isolated, some have seen their mental 
health suffer or had financial problems.

Looking to the future, several people 
have suggested blended online and 
in-person services, talks and activities 
would be welcomed and should continue.

There has been an element of losing 
our geographical restrictions and feeling 
free to join in wherever we liked, which 
has been a breath of fresh air.

One commentator summed up the 
feeling of many by saying: “The way we 
have been able to watch and join with 
communities anywhere has been great. I 
rather want to stay in this artificial eruv.”

‘I will be the chair the movement needs me to be’
RUTH SEAGER is the new chair of Liberal 
Judaism - so we thought it only right she 
tell lj today a bit more about herself and 
her goals for the movement:

Congratulations on your election as 
chair of Liberal Judaism. Can you tell us 
a little bit about your background?

I was born into a Liberal Jewish family. 
My parents were founder members of 
the tiny Crawley Jewish community. At 
university I was welcomed by Bristol & 
West Progressive Jewish Congregation 
and then, on moving to London, I joined 
what is now East London & Essex Liberal 
Synagogue. My extended family are all 
Progressive Jews and I have relatives in 
a number of our communities. We even 
have our own family scroll.

Would you call yourself religious?

Yes, although my personal theology is 
completely and unapologetically at odds 
with itself. I like the connection to our 
ancestors that Talmud provides as it 
tussles with the issues of their day whilst 
at the same time remaining surprisingly 
relevant to those of our own.

I also lead services, on occasion, for 
some of our smaller communities.

Tell us a bit about your family…

I met my husband, Andrew, at university 
and we have been married for 37 years. 
He has no religion but would see himself 
as a non-Jewish member of a Jewish 
family. We are blessed with three children 
(Joshua, Rebecca and Reuben) whom 
we raised to be informed and committed 
Jews. I taught them to read the parasha 
for their bat and barmitzvahs myself.

What do you do outside of Judaism?

I am a civil engineer and have a master’s 
degree in management. Latterly, I taught 
physics for a few years. Nearly all my life 
I have worked part-time and near home 
so that I could be with my children

Andrew and I have a custom-made 
tandem, which travels around the world 
with us. I also enjoy running, table tennis 
and making my own preserves and bread.

How did you feel on becoming chair?

It is an honour and a privilege to be chair 
of Liberal Judaism. It’s not been the 
easiest of times to take over, but all is 
well and we have lots of exciting plans.

What’s important to me is to be the 
chair that the movement needs me to be.

What are your goals and aspirations for 
Liberal Judaism?

Wherever Jews may live and whatever 
their Jewish story is… I would like Liberal 
Judaism to provide them with a place to 
be Jewish with other Jews.

That might be connecting them with 
existing synagogues, nurturing new 
communities or providing services, 
education and activities online.

Looking outside our movement, I see 
much to be gained through working more 
closely with the other organisations. 
Naturally I’m thinking of our sibling 
Reform movement but also far beyond. 
We all have so many interests in common 
and I’ve been impressed with the 
resourcefulness of this wider community.

Ruth and husband Andrew with their tandem 
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A tribute to Rabbi Willy Wolff
RABBI WILLY WOLFF, who died in July 
at the age of 93, was a gracious, warm, 
thoughtful, modest, acutely intelligent 
and generous friend and colleague. His 
lasting legacy is the work of dialogue 
and reconciliation he accomplished in 
North-Eastern Germany, where he was 
appointed Chief Rabbi of Mecklenberg-
Vorpommern in 2002.

It wasn’t until Britta Wauer’s film 
portrait, Rabbi Wolff – A Gentleman 
Before God, was released in Germany 
in 2016 that one became aware of the 
myriad dimensions of Willy’s life. It was 
a touching and moving portrait of a man 
who, despite knowing great sadness and 
loss in his life, nevertheless retained what 
his German friends called ‘lebenskraft’ 
(a vitality) with his unmistakable gravelly 
voice and self-deprecating laugh.

Willy – and his twin brother Jo – were 
born in Berlin in 1927 to Charlotte and 
Alfred Wolff. He was deeply attached to 
his mother, whom he admired for her 
courage and cared for until the end of her 
life, and to his older sister Ruth, who was 
tragically killed in a car accident in 1964. 
Jo died in Perth just two weeks before 
Willy was ordained in 1984.

The family left Berlin for Amsterdam in 
1933. Amsterdam was the city of Willy’s 
childhood; it held happy memories for 
him but arriving with nothing and forced 
to start a new life was difficult for his 
parents. Soon after their arrival, Alfred 
became ill and the children were placed 
in a children’s home until things settled 
down. Willy, his mother and siblings 
joined Alfred in London in August 1939 
and it was at Hendon County Grammar 
School that Willy, asked what career he 
would like, responded that he would like 
to become either a journalist or rabbi. He 
ended up doing both.

Willy worked 
for Reuters, 
the Daily Mirror 
and the Evening 
News, covering 
the Suez Crisis 
and a host of 
elections and 
political events 
throughout his 
career. 

During the 
1970 general 
election, he 
was assigned 
to the then 
Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson, 
who was over-
enthusiastically 
mobbed by 
supporters one evening. Willy, incensed, 
filed a report protesting against the 
lack of security. He was always proud 
of the fact that it was this report which 
had brought about a change in the way 
politicians would be protected in the 
future.

It was in 1979, at the age of 52, that 
Willy entered Leo Baeck College to train 
for the rabbinate. He was ordained in 
1984 and served West London Synagogue, 
Newcastle Reform, Milton Keynes 
Reform, Brighton & Hove Progressive and 
Wimbledon Synagogues.

He made long-lasting friends and 
would think nothing of driving all around 
the country to officiate at simchas for his 
devoted congregants.

In 2002, he became the Chief Rabbi of 
Mecklenberg-Vorpommern in North-East 
Germany, where 99% of his congregants 
were immigrants from the Former Soviet 
Union.

Willy used to say that what Hitler had 
begun, Stalin completed - wiping out all 
observance and knowledge of Judaism in 
those who had survived.

Nevertheless, he knew how to build 
community: presiding at Shabbat dinners; 
giving his sermons in Russian; and 
standing alongside Christian ministers 
and Government representatives in acts 
of remembrance. 

Willy was awarded the Federal Cross 
of Merit by the German Prime Minister in 
Schwerin for his work of reconciliation. 

“I may not have done very much with 
my life,” he used to say. “But I hope I 
will be remembered for the work I did in 
Germany.”

I hope he knew just how many people 
held him in such high regard and with 
such immense affection for this and all 
that he had undertaken in his life.

• Tribute by Rabbi Alexandra Wright

Catching Covid twice - a personal story
Jane Clark, Bristol & West 
Progressive Jewish Congregation

JUST as I was recovering from a hernia 
repair, I caught Covid-19. I suspect that it 
may have been an indirect consequence. 
I was having to ask people to carry my 
groceries - because I was forbidden to lift 
anything heavier than a kilogram - but I 
will never know if that was the cause.

I do know that I had a frightening few 
days. On the day of my 64th birthday, I 
had asthma, high blood pressure and it’s 
fair to say I wasn’t thin.

I was lucky to get lots of very welcome 
advice from our shul’s more medical 
members. One of them called me daily. 
A vital piece of advice they gave was, 
whatever I do, to keep up my baseline 
treatments for blood pressure and 
asthma. Actually I doubled both.

One thing I suffered from was post-viral 
fatigue. As we learn more about Covid-19, 
it is beginning to look as if this afflicts 
10% or so of those who suffer ‘mild’ 
attacks. This has also brought home to 
me that we have a small population of 
Jews with chronic fatigue.

Later, I read a newspaper article saying 
that Covid-19 immunity is gone after 
three months. Tell me about it.

One fine July day, I was really ill, 
could barely move and my lung function 
dropped quite a bit. A doctor, dressed as 
if he had come straight from the Novichok 
Department at Porton Down, told me 
I obviously had Covid and was to self-
isolate. He was not surprised it was my 
second attack - he was seeing this a lot.

But I did not have to worry about food. 
The rabbi’s husband dropped a hamper 
off at my door without my even asking!
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Contact LJY-Netzer: Jess Mindel (j.mindel@liberaljudaism.org), Josh Powell (j.powell@liberaljudaism.org)
Director of Youth - Rebecca Fetterman (r.fetterman@liberaljudaism.org)

LJY-Netzer is Liberal Judaism’s 
Zionist youth movement. It gives 
young people the opportunity 
to develop a strong Progressive 
Jewish identity, make lasting 
friendships and have loads of fun

Summer camp goes online

AUGUST saw LJY-Netzer run activities 
for more than 130 young people on our 
Machaneh B’bayit online summer camp.

LJY-Netzer summers normally involve 
our two-week Machaneh Kadimah camp 
and three tours to Europe and Israel – all 
of which were sadly cancelled due to the 
coronavirus.

Instead more than 30 of our fantastic 
leaders planned three weeks of fun and 
interactive sessions so that everyone 
could have an LJY-Netzer summer 
experience at home.

With four separate programmes 
covering school years 2-10, year 11, year 
12 and our over 18s, we made sure no 
one missed out on whole camp games, 
seeing their LJY friends and getting this 
year’s amazing camp T-shirt – which they 
tie-dyed themselves!

Highlights included challah making, 
cake baking, arts and crafts, fascinating 
talks on Israel, Shabbat services and 
not to mention the closing ceremony of 
everyone singing Leaving on a Jet Plane.

We hope to see you all again soon!

Meet Jess 
and Josh
LJY-Netzer has two new movement 
workers for the year ahead - Jess 
Mindel and Josh Powell. Here they 
introduce themselves:

First LJY-Netzer memory:

Jess - Meeting people in my year at 
the Israel Tour pizza evening. I was 
completely new and everyone made me 
feel so welcome. I shared my pizza with 
a girl I’d never met before and she ended 
up becoming one of my closest friends.

Josh - My first ever ‘wide game’, filled 
with lots of paint and chaotic energy.

Favourite LJY event:

Jess - Not very original but my favourite 
event has to be Kadimah summer camp. 
It’s the longest amount of time we all 
get to spend together! It’s so wonderful 
to see such a meaningful event be so 
enjoyable and entertaining for all.

Josh - Definitely Bog Tour. It’s a great 
time for our bogrimot (graduates) to 
come together, uncover niche Jewish 
history and have loads of kef (fun).

Goals for the year ahead:

Jess - My main goal is for us to be a 
semi-constant for everyone during such 
an evolving and changing time and to 
pioneer new projects that we may not 
have otherwise developed nor looked to. 
We have a truly unique opportunity.

Josh - Unsurprisingly to be able to do 
in-person programming! Other than that 
I’d like us to deepen our knowledge of 
Zionism and engage in some meaningful 
social action.
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Liberal Judaism congregations
Bedfordshire Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 0845 869 7105
E: info@bedsps.org.uk
W: bedfordshire-ps.org.uk 

Beit Klal Yisrael (London)
E: admin@bky.org.uk
W: bky.org.uk

Birmingham Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 0121 634 3888
E: bps@liberaljudaism.org
W: bpsjudaism.com 

Brighton and Hove Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 01273 737 223
E: info@bhps-online.org
W: bhps-online.org

Bristol and West Progressive 
Jewish Congregation 
T: 0117 403 3456
E: bwpjc@bwpjc.org
W: bwpjc.org

Crawley Jewish Community
T: 01293 534 294

Crouch End Chavurah 
E: naomi@crouchendchavurah.co.uk
W: crouchendchavurah.co.uk

Dublin Progressive Congregation
E: djpc@liberaljudaism.org
W: djpcireland.com

Ealing Liberal Synagogue 
T: 020 8997 0528
E: admin@ealingliberalsynagogue.org.uk
W: ealingliberalsynagogue.org.uk

East London & Essex Liberal 
Synagogue
T: 0208 989 7619
E: eastlondonandessexliberal@gmail.com

W: eastlondonandessexliberal 
synagogue.org

Eastbourne Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 07497 401 280
E: eljc.contact@gmail.com
W: eljc.org.uk

Edinburgh Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0131 777 8024
E: info@eljc.org
W: eljc.org

Finchley Progressive Synagogue 
T: 020 8446 4063
E: fps@liberaljudaism.org
W: fps.org

Kehillah North London 
T: 07706 354 602
E: info@kehillah.org.uk
W: kehillah.org.uk

Kent Liberal Jewish Community 
T: 07952 242 432
E: enquiries@kljc.org.uk
W: kljc.org.uk

Kingston Liberal Synagogue  
T: 020 8398 7400
E: kls@liberaljudaism.org
W: klsonline.org

Leicester Progressive Jewish 
Congregation 
T: 0116 271 5584
E: chair@lpjc.org.uk
W: lpjc.org.uk

The Liberal Jewish Synagogue 
(St John’s Wood)
T: 020 7286 5181
E: ljs@ljs.org
W: ljs.org

The Liberal Synagogue Elstree 
T: 020 8953 8889
E: office@tlse.org.uk
W: tlse.org.uk

Lincolnshire Jewish Community
T: 01427 628 958 
E: ljc@liberaljudaism.org 
W: lincolnshirejc.co.uk

Manchester Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0161 796 6210
E: mljc@liberaljudaism.org
W: mljc.org.uk 

Mosaic Liberal (Harrow)
T: 020 8864 5323
E: office@mosaicliberal.org.uk
W: mosaicliberal.org.uk

Northwood and Pinner Liberal 
Synagogue 
T: 01923 822 592
E: npls@liberaljudaism.org
W: npls.org.uk

Norwich Liberal Jewish 
Community 
E: nljc@liberaljudaism.org
W: norwichljc.org.uk

Nottingham Liberal Synagogue 
T: 0115 962 4761
E: nls@liberaljudaism.org
W: nottinghamliberalsynagogue.com

Peterborough Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 07561 331 390
E: info@pljc.org.uk
W: pljc.org.uk

Reading Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0118 942 8022
E: readingliberaljewishcommunity@
gmail.com 
W: readingljc.org.uk 
 
Shir Hatzafon (Copenhagen) 
E: shir@shirhatzafon.dk
W: shirhatzafon.dk

South Bucks Jewish Community 
T: 0845 644 2370
E: info@sbjc.org.uk
W: sbjc.org.uk

Southgate Progressive 
Synagogue
T: 020 8886 0977
E: office@sps.uk.com
W: sps.uk.com

South London Liberal 
Synagogue (Streatham)
T: 020 8769 4787
E: slls@liberaljudaism.org
W: southlondon.org

Stevenage Liberal Synagogue
T: 01438 300 222
E: stevenageliberalsynagogue@gmail.com

W: stevenageliberalsynagogue.org.uk

Suffolk Liberal Jewish 
Community (Ipswich)
T:01473 250 797
E: sljc@liberaljudaism.org

Three Counties Liberal Jewish 
Community (Gloucestershire 
and Herefordshire)
T: 07900 612 058
E: info@3cljc.org.uk
W: 3cljc.org.uk

Tikvah Chadasha Synagogue 
(Shenfield)
T: 01277 888 610
E: tikvahchadasha@gmail.com
W: tikvahchadasha.com

Wessex Liberal Jewish 
Community (Bournemouth)
T: 01202 757 590
E: wljc.info@gmail.com
W: wessexliberaljudaism.org.uk

West Central Liberal Synagogue
T: 020 7636 7627
E: office@wcls.org.uk
W: wcls.org.uk

York Liberal Jewish Community
T: 0300 102 0062 
E: info@jewsinyork.org.uk
W: jewsinyork.org.uk

Developing and affiliated 

Beit Ha’Chidush (Amsterdam)
T: +31 23 524 7204
E: bhc.informatie@gmail.com
W: beithachidush.nl

Lancashire & Cumbria Liberal 
Jewish Community 
T: 0777 531 0944
W: northwestjews.org

Oxford Jewish Congregation
T: 01865 515 584 
E: connections@ojc-online.org
W: ojc-online.org

President Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein  
Chair Ruth Seager
Deputy Chair Karen Newman Vice Chair Graham Carpenter
Treasurer Paul Silver-Myer Secretary Amanda McFeeters Fundraising Ros Clayton Youth Hannah 
Stephenson National Officers Janet Berkman, Susanne Combe and Owen Power 
Vice Presidents Simon Benscher, Monique Blake, Lord Fink, Jeromé Freedman, Louise Freedman, 
Sharon Goldstein, Lucian Hudson, David Lipman, Corinne Oppenheimer, David Pick, Rabbi Danny 
Rich, Rosita Rosenberg, Tony Sacker, Joan Shopper, Phil Stone, Beverley Taylor and Ken Teacher
Chair of The Conference of Liberal Rabbis and Cantors Rabbi Aaron Goldstein

Interim Directors Rabbi Charley Baginsky and Shelley Shocolinsky-Dwyer
Director of Administration Alexandra Simonon Director of Youth Becca Fetterman (furlough)
Fundraising and Events Thomas Rich Interfaith Rabbi Mark Solomon Archivist Alison Turner  
Finance Janet Manderson Reception Ben Combe PR and Social Media Simon Rothstein 
LJY-Netzer Jess Mindel and Josh Powell


