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Chanukah 
celebration
SAVE THE DATE for Liberal Judaism’s 
Last Night Chanukah celebration on 
Thursday 17 December.

This special fundraising evening 
will be suitable for all the family. 
So please come and join us to be 
entertained and inspired as you 
connect with Progressive Jews from 
all around the world - and support 
our movement.

Even though we can’t all be 
together in person this year, we 
will fill our screens with Chanukah 
lights showing our incredible 
Liberal Judaism family at its most 
celebratory.

We have some special guests lined 
up to provide the entertainment, but 
we’d also like to showcase some of 
our ‘homegrown talent’ as well. So 
if you have a flair for music, dance, 
comedy, magic or even acrobatics we 
would love to hear from you.

We are also asking all Liberal 
communities to write (and perform) 
their own verse of the Chanukah 
classic, Ma’or Tzur – with our team 
cutting them all together to be shown 
on the night.

Liberal Judaism’s Tom Rich is 
looking after both the Ma’or Tzur 
recordings and the evening’s line-up 
of performers. Please contact Tom 
on t.rich@liberaljudaism.org if you 
would like to get involved.

Keep an eye on our website - at 
www.liberaljudaism.org - and social 
media channels for more information 
and updates over the coming weeks.

We are looking forward to 
celebrating Chanukah with you all.Page 4: We speak to three couples heading for the chuppah

Chuppah blessings for 
mixed faith couples
MIXED faith couples can receive a 

wedding blessing from a rabbi 
under the traditional Jewish 

chuppah (canopy) in a groundbreaking 
first from Liberal Judaism.

The Conference of Liberal Rabbis and 
Cantors (CoLRaC) came to the decision, 
after much discussion, in order to 
recognise and celebrate the diversity of 
Jewish life in 2020.

It is the culmination of a process that 
began more than two decades ago when 
Liberal rabbis first began to conduct 
mixed faith wedding blessings in private. 
The next step was holding these in public, 
including in synagogue, and now the 
option of a chuppah has been added.

Mixed faith couples must be civilly 
married before any blessing, as the 
Marriage Law of England and Wales only 
permits rabbis and synagogue marriage 
secretaries to ‘officiate’ where both bride 
and groom ‘profess’ the Jewish faith.

As with all weddings, the use of the 
chuppah is at the rabbi’s discretion and 
where the couple intend to maintain a 
Jewish home.

Making headline news in The Guardian, 
Times, BBC Radio 4 and across the 
Jewish and faith press, this is the first 
time any Jewish movement in the UK has 
introduced the deeply symbolic chuppah 
into a mixed faith ceremony.

Liberal Judaism’s interim director 
Rabbi Charley Baginsky said: “We pride 
ourselves on diversity, equality and 
welcoming the Jewish homes our families 
build in all forms. So it was time to put 
our chuppah where our values are.”

This latest progression was driven by 
Rabbi Danny Rich and is part of Liberal 
Judaism’s recognition that many people 
build Jewish homes while maintaining 
other faiths or having no religion.

CoLRaC chair Rabbi Aaron Goldstein 
said: “This is both a common sense and 
courageous decision to allow our rabbis 
and cantors discretion to use a chuppah 
- the symbol of the creation of a Jewish 
home blessed by God.”

• If you’d like to find out more about 
mixed faith wedding blessings, please 
email montagu@liberaljudaism.org
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‘Ours is a tent of welcome and inclusion’
Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah on why giving couples the option of a chuppah is crucial
I HAVE lost count of how many times I 
have quoted the visionary statement from 
Liberal Judaism founder Lily Montagu 
that our task, as a movement, is “to 
satisfy the needs of the age.” 

Since its inception in 1902, Liberal 
Judaism has been defined by this 
commitment and, alongside that, to 
respond to the needs of individuals, 
couples and families. 

As social change has accelerated, 
Liberal Judaism has led the way in 
putting this commitment into practice – 
not least, when it comes to the new age of 
gender equality and meeting the needs of 
LGBTQI+ people. 

Meanwhile, we have also been living 
in an age in which the segregation of 
communities of different faiths, cultures 
and ethnicities has been giving way to a 
greater integration.

While in the past, most young people 
would fall in love with someone from a 
similar background, today increasing 
numbers are falling in love with someone 
from a different background.

Of course, ‘mixed marriages’ have 
always taken place, but sometimes at a 
very high cost. During my 31 years as a 
rabbi, there have been several occasions 
when arranging a non-member funeral 
involved meeting with the non-Jewish 
relatives of a Jew who had been cut off 
from their family when they ‘married out’; 
and helping them to come to terms with 
their loved one’s wish to die as a Jew, 
even though they hadn’t lived as a Jew 
since they got married. 

When Liberal rabbis first began to 
officiate at mixed faith blessings around 
20 years ago, the anguished days of a Jew 
having to choose between being part of 
the Jewish community and marrying the 
person they loved were over. 

 The decision to now offer mixed 
couples, who have created or wish to 
create a Jewish home, the option of 
standing under the chuppah is crucial. 
In these cases, the chuppah doesn’t just 
symbolise their Jewish home. It also 
represents Liberal Judaism, which has 
become a tent of welcome and inclusion. 

Of course, a chuppah is not always 
appropriate. I have conducted several 
‘mixed faith’ blessings that were 
genuinely mixed faith, involving a bride 
or groom who was committed to another 
religion; in some cases, officiating 
with Christian clergy. At one, I stood on 
the bimah in the old Brighton & Hove 
Progressive Synagogue (BHPS) sanctuary 
with a Church of England vicar, who 
was the father of the bride. At another, 
involving two women, the Muslim father 
of one of the brides joined me in giving a 
blessing for the couple.

Nevertheless, quite apart from mixed 
couples making wedding plans now, there 
are many others who have been part of 
our congregations for decades and have 
shared a Jewish life together. 

As I prepare to retire, after serving 
BHPS for 20 years, it would be lovely to 
think that – coronavirus circumstances 
permitting – some of these couples might 
think about having a blessing under our 
new chuppah, designed and created by 
our incredibly gifted team of volunteers.

‘The question of chuppah is a delicate one’
Rabbi Richard Jacobi on the balancing act rabbis face when it comes to marriage
THERE is an old adage you’ve probably 
heard – “two Jews, three opinions.” When 
this extends to rabbis, it’s probably closer 
to “two rabbis, five opinions!”

Words and their meaning are important 
to ‘the people of the Book’. The well-
known Talmudic adage eilu v’eilu divrei 
elohim chayyim (these and these are 
the words of the living God) reflects this 
well. Like Tevye, we often find ourselves 
saying: “You are right… and you are 
right… and you, too, are right.”

When two individuals become a couple, 
and that couple wish to marry, we in the 
Liberal Jewish movement seek to give 
them a clear message that says you both 
have a place in our community.

Some individuals make a choice only 
to seek Jewish partners – their wedding 
will sometimes simply and confusingly be 
referred to as a chuppah.

Some individuals don’t hold to this 
constraint, either by choice or by 
unexpectedly finding their soul-mate 
when not looking. In such cases, 
sometimes the non-Jewish partner 
wishes to convert and the couple can then 

have a full Jewish marriage, just as two 
born Jews would.

The general law of England and Wales 
only permits a legal Jewish marriage 
to be carried out if both parties are 
Jewish, according to the rules of their 
denomination. Therefore, a number 
of years ago, Progressive rabbis and 
cantors agreed that they can, at their 
discretion, offer a Jewish service asking 
God’s blessing on a newly married couple 
where only one of the partners is Jewish.

The question of whether or not such a 
service and ceremony can be conducted 
under a chuppah has been, and still is, a 
delicate one.

The chuppah is such a powerful and 
widely recognised Jewish symbol, 
appearing in secular culture including 
TV shows and Hollywood movies. In my 
experience many couples want it, even 
if the Jewish partner does not practise 
Judaism, but is proudly Jewish. Often, in 
discussion, couples have been content 
not to have it because they find other 
important rituals for their ceremony. 
Occasionally, it’s a sticking point.

With such a couple in the room with 
me, it can feel hard to challenge their 
request to be blessed beneath a chuppah. 
Yet, if I say yes to everyone, why should 
other people go to the effort of converting 
in order to have a wedding ceremony 
under a chuppah? Additionally, does 
conducting such a blessing under a 
chuppah make it look like a wedding 
service, which it legally cannot be?

Yet, a chuppah is just a custom. It 
doesn’t have any Jewish legal importance 
and a Jewish wedding can still be valid 
without the presence of one. If we were 
to attempt to define exactly to whom the 
answer must be ‘yes’ and to whom it 
must be ‘no’, we’d end up with something 
like the confusing handball law in football 
or Covid-19 ‘rule of six’ regulations.

So, we as rabbis, agreed a principle – 
colleagues may, at their discretion, offer 
or agree to the use of a chuppah when 
they believe the mixed-faith couple are 
building a Jewish home. I feel I will be 
glad to use this sometimes – and I am 
currently sitting down with mixed-faith 
couples to discuss their options.
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‘This change is long overdue’
Rabbi Danny Rich on the reasons behind Liberal Judaism’s new wedding policy

I WAS DELIGHTED to propose the 
successful resolution to the Conference 
of Liberal Rabbis and Cantors (CoLRaC) 
that wedding blessings, where a Jew is 
partnered with a person who does not 
identify as Jewish, can take place under a 
chuppah.

It is, in my view, the outcome of a 
process which is long overdue. Indeed, 
among both our supporters and critics, 
many thought this was already the case 
within Liberal Judaism.

Conscious that public ceremony has 
implications beyond what happens at 
the particular moment, CoLRaC has 
proceeded with caution in studying and 
exploring the concept of Jewish marriage 
and the rituals which surround it.

It was almost two decades ago that 
Liberal Judaism began to make provision 
for lesbian and gay commitment 
ceremonies. That groundbreaking 
decision began the reversal of centuries 
of discrimination, and also led to some 
changes, in at least attitudes, within both 
the wider Jewish community and beyond.

We were also the first to lobby the 
Government to introduce full same-sex 
marriage – and have celebrated many 
such weddings in our synagogues since 
that battle was won. Again, many others 
followed the path we had set.

Now this new practice – which will 
take place at the rabbi’s discretion – 
reflects the reality that the institution of 
marriage, and the symbol of the chuppah 
itself, have changed over time.

The original meaning of the word 
chuppah is unclear but, before it came to 
refer to a wedding ceremony in general, 
it meant a canopy - either under which a 
bride was escorted to her marital home 
or under which a groom received the 
bride into their new home.

Today’s modern chuppah is made of 
beautiful fabric and supported by four 
firm poles; and it is under its confines 
that the marriage ceremony takes 
place. As one of a number of beautifying 
symbols of a Jewish marriage, it is 
frequently understood as representing 
the Jewish home which the couple 
concerned are responsible for creating.

Jewish homes are those places where 
Jewish values are lived out, where the 
Jewish way of life is manifested, where 
Jewish ceremonies and rituals take place 
and where Jewish families are moulded.

It is the pastoral experience of Liberal 
Judaism’s rabbis that all of this may 
happen in the homes where a Jew is 
partnered with a person who does not 
identify as Jewish. Therefore, it would be 
illogical and possibly counter-productive 
to deny such couples in their request for 
a chuppah. 

Since its inception – here in the United 
Kingdom in 1902 and in early 19th 
century Germany – Liberal Judaism has 
sought to increase Jewish commitment, 
belief and practice. It has sought to do 
so by offering Jews and others - who, for 
example, are partnered with a Jew – a 
genuine welcome into Liberal Jewish 
communities, synagogues, schools and 
youth movements.

In its history Liberal Judaism has 
welcomed on an equal basis children of 
Jewish fathers, Jews who had distanced 
themselves or been distanced from 
the community, Jews who identified 
as lesbian and gay and more recently 
trans and, of course, people who had no 
previous identification with Judaism but 
were seeking a spiritual way of life. 

It goes without saying, but let it be 
repeated, that Liberal Judaism affirms 
the Talmudic principle, given in the 
name of the 3rd century Babylonian 
scholar Samuel, dina malchuta dina: the 
law of the land is the law. The current 
Marriage Law of England and Wales only 
permits rabbis and synagogue marriage 
secretaries to ‘officiate’ where both bride 
and groom ‘profess’ the Jewish faith. 
All other couples must undergo a civil 
ceremony in order to be legally married. 
The wedding blessing under the chuppah 
would follow that.

Liberal Judaism prides itself on 
responding, within a Jewish context, to 
the needs and desires of an increasingly 
diverse Jewish community, practising 
Judaism in a modern environment.

This decision on chuppah is therefore 
yet another example of Liberal Judaism’s 
continuing purpose: to strengthen Jewish 
life by bringing new meaning to ancient 
traditions. 

Judaism comes in many shapes and 
sizes but the destiny of Judaism was 
never to be merely a tribal faith; its raison 
d’être was to bring the message of ‘one 
humanity under one God’ to the peoples 
of the world.
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MICAELA AND PETE:

MICAELA WINTER and Pete Taylor are 
planning on getting married in December. 
Rabbi Aaron Goldstein will conduct their 
wedding blessing.

Micaela is Jewish and Pete is of no 
faith. They have been learning more 
about Judaism and want to create a 
Jewish home.

Pete said: “Having a chuppah at our 
wedding was so important to me for two 
reasons. Firstly, it is the symbol of the 
Jewish home we are making.

“Secondly, for Micaela’s family, I know 
the image they always had in their mind 
of their daughter’s wedding day involved 
a chuppah.

“I always placed this guilt on myself 
that I might not be able to give them that, 
because I’m not Jewish and I didn’t want 
to convert just to tick a box.

“So it’s really nice to know that we 
can now have the wedding of everyone’s 
dreams and one we can look back on in 
our photos for years to come.”

Micaela added: “Pete and I have always 
discussed our desire to bring up any 
children, that we will hopefully have, with 
an understanding of Judaism and as part 
of the Jewish community. 

“For me, above all else, the symbolism 
of a chuppah, of hospitality and having a 
Jewish home, is a key part of our wedding 
day and our lives together.

“We are lucky in that both our families 
are very supportive and Pete’s family 
have been extremely welcoming and have 
celebrated Jewish festivals with us.

“To have our combined families present 
on our wedding day, with a chuppah 
there, is so important to us – as it’s not 
just reflective of my faith but of us all 
coming together as one.”

Three couples on what the chuppah means to them
RUTH AND ANDREW:

LIBERAL JUDAISM chair Ruth Seager and 
husband Andrew married in May 1983 
(pictured) at Crawley Register Office, 
when they were both 23. Ruth is a lifelong 
Liberal Jew; Andrew has no religion but 
sees himself as a non-Jewish member 
of a Jewish family. They have three 
children – Joshua, Rebecca and Reuben 
– whom they have raised to be informed 
and committed Jews. They now intend to 
renew their vows under the chuppah.

Ruth said: “By the time we got married, 
it was very clear to us both that we would 
have a Jewish home and a Jewish family.

“So for us not to be allowed to have 
a blessing in our synagogue was 
disappointing and a bit sad. It was a long 
time ago but I still remember feeling a 
certain sense of shame.

“Andrew has always been an active 
member of the community – schlepping 
tables and chairs, doing security and 
attending services. He has stood up to 
be counted when it comes to the Jewish 
world, so now I am pleased that the 
Jewish community is giving Andrew the 
welcome that he deserved 38 years ago.”

Andrew added: “I describe myself as a 
person of no faith who lives in a Jewish 
household. Liberal Judaism is a faith that 
would make an awful lot of sense to me 
were I religious, and was something I 
certainly wanted to see perpetuated and 
continued. The right approach was to 
bring the children up as Jewish.

“The symbolism of being able to have a 
blessing under the chuppah – given that it 
represents the formation of a new Jewish 
household – feels to me very right to be 
made available to families who are going 
to embark on the approach we took.”

HELEN AND LUCY:

HELEN GOLDHILL, who is Jewish, and 
Lucie Spicer, who is non-religious, plan 
to marry next July. They say the chuppah 
will provide “a beautiful symbol of our life 
and home together”.

Lucie said: “Being Jewish is a big part 
of Helen’s identity and we are joining our 
lives together. It would have been sad if 
certain aspects of the Jewish marriage 
ceremony were not available to us.

“With such uncertainty around 
weddings, and disappointment for 

many at having to 
postpone, this has 
really brought joy 
to many couples 
like us. After all, 
everyone loves a 
wedding!”

Helen added: 
“We plan to build 
a Jewish home 
and having these 
traditions on 
our wedding day 
will only embed 
Judaism in our 
future even further.

“I was extremely 
touched when I 
heard the news. I 
also have engaged 
friends who will 
benefit, so I am 
excited for them 
now too!”
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The Zoom barmitzvah that 
was even more meaningful
Yael and Tobias Shotts on celebrating their son Xander’s coming of age online

WE were the lucky ones. We had time to 
think about and digest what was going on 
around us and the implications it had on 
our son Xander’s upcoming barmitzvah. 

Xander worked so hard on his portion, 
practising it unprompted every day, even 
on holiday in Scotland.

Determined to do something in The 
Liberal Synagogue Elstree (TLSE) - where 
we are members - we pushed fiercely to 
be able to use the building, even if it was 
just us present. We wanted Xander to be 
called up and read from the scroll.

Rabbi Pete Tobias completely 
understood. He came to meet us in our 
garden for a cup of tea. He gave ideas and 
laid out all our options, and we started to 
feel at peace with a Zoom barmitzvah.

We were allowed to borrow the 
synagogue’s small scroll and the two 
pull-up banners which replicate the ark. 

Most importantly Rabbi Pete gave us 
access to the sanctuary two days before 
the barmitzvah so Xander could read on 
the bimah from the scroll. 

On the Thursday early evening, we 
made ourselves presentable and arrived 
at the synagogue with two of Xander’s 
grandparents and younger sister Alice.

Rabbi Pete had put out Post-It notes 
to help us find everything we needed. 
He also created lovely, bespoke service 
booklets for our use, and we ran through 
it as a rehearsal for Saturday.

But it was much more than a 
rehearsal. The experience exceeded our 
expectations and it was an emotional and 
proud event for the six of us. Xander read 
his portion beautifully. There wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house! For us, this was it. He’d 
become barmitzvah and become part of 
his community that evening.

Xander felt more relaxed and confident 
now to participate on Zoom/Facebook live 
on the Saturday. 

Mike Beral ensured everything was 
in place tech-wise for Saturday’s online 
service. We’d had a practice run on 
the Tuesday evening to make sure our 
camera was in place and everyone’s faces 
could be seen. He even agreed to show a 
video of Xander’s baby photos at the end 
for our friends and relatives.

Saturday morning arrived and we set 
up our home for the service. We had our 
booklets ready; the scroll was in place 
and the banners were up. Our challah 
was out, and we’d poured the Palwins.

Everyone was excited and nervous 
but very happy and very proud. We had 
created our very own little sanctuary and 
Xander was ready to take a big part in 
TLSE’s Shabbat morning service.

There was a warm, welcoming 
community of friends, family and TLSE 
members who all greeted us on Zoom 
and wished us mazal tov. Rabbi Pete 
started the service, and it ran smoothly, 
like clockwork, until 12.15. 

Naturally Xander was nervous; his legs 
were shaking beneath him, but no one 
could see that on Zoom. He read so well 
and even admitted to enjoying it.

People were still messaging and calling 
us a week after the service to tell us how 
wonderful they thought it was. 

To anyone with an upcoming 
barmitzvah or simcha, be assured that 
without gatherings, without parties and 
without dancing you can still have a 
fantastic and, dare we say it, even more 
meaningful event on Zoom.

Even from a distance, it felt like a true 
community event, and with family and 
friends able to join from wherever they 
were in the world, it was deeply moving, 
lots of fun and a day we will never forget.

IT might not have been what Finchley 
Progressive Synagogue‘s Rafael 
expected for his big day. But with 
mum Rabbi Rebecca Birk and friend 
of FPS Rabbi Danny Rich leading the 
service alongside him, Rafael became 
barmitzvah in front of 14 close friends 
and family in the building - and 
hundreds more tuned in from afar.

Rebecca said: “In these new strange 
days, I’d hoped my 95-year-old 
grandmother would attend my youngest 
child’s barmitzvah. She did. Along with 
those of us inside our synagogue, we 
beamed to 150 households across 
the world. One Israeli cousin zoomed 
in from an airforce base. Technology 
added to our simcha. Hybrid works!”
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Rabbi Margaret 
Jacobi in South 
Bank exhibition

A PORTRAIT of Liberal Judaism’s Rabbi 
Dr Margaret Jacobi has been featured as 
part of the Everyday Heroes exhibition at 
London’s Southbank Centre.

The outdoor exhibition, which runs until 
1 November, celebrates the contributions 
that key workers and frontline staff have 
made during the coronavirus pandemic. It 
contains artworks and poems by 21 of the 
leading names in British arts.

The portrait of Margaret, who serves 
Birmingham Progressive Synagogue 
(BPS), was painted by Matthew Krishanu 
whose father, Reverend Stephen Barton, 
was a Friend of BPS until his death in 
2016. The artist has remained in contact 
with the synagogue and with Margaret.

Margaret said: “Matthew asked me to 
send a photo of me at work, on which he 
could base his painting, and as most of 
my work was at home, I sent one of me at 
home with the Torah.

“I like the sense of gentleness and calm 
he has created in the portrait.”

The picture forms part of Matthew’s 
study of female religious leaders in 
Birmingham, which has been described 
as a portrait of faith in adversity.

The exhibition also features doctors, 
nurses, shopkeepers, refuse collectors 
and all those who have kept the country 
going during the Covid-19 crisis.

Hayward Gallery director Ralph Rugoff 
said: “This extraordinary period in our 
history demands that arts organisations 
find new ways of responding to the 
moment and bringing art to the public. 
Everyday Heroes celebrates those people 
who have helped to hold society together 
over the course of this year.”

Margaret’s portrait - photo by Peter Mallet

Rabbi Neil Janes 
joins South Bucks

RABBI NEIL JANES is the new rabbi of 
South Bucks Jewish Community (SBJC).
Neil will take over at SBJC in November. 
He is joining the synagogue from his 
current roles with the Lyons Learning 
Project and West London Synagogue.

It is a return to Liberal Judaism for 
Neil, who previously held positions at 
Finchley Progressive Synagogue and The 
Liberal Jewish Synagogue.

He joins SBJC along with wife Michelle, 
who is interim co-CEO of the Jewish 
Leadership Council, and their daughters.

Neil said: “I am thrilled and honoured 
to be joining a community with such 
warmth and enthusiasm and also to be 
returning to Liberal Judaism.

“Local community is more important 
than ever and, at South Bucks, we have 
some exciting opportunities to create 
meaningful Jewish life for all.”

SBJC was served by Rabbi Charley 
Baginsky from 2015 to March of this year, 
and by Rabbi Rachel Benjamin from 2006 
to 2015 and again from March until now.

Charley, who is now interim director of 
Liberal Judaism, said: “Neil is a brilliant 
educator, a caring pastor, a passionate 
leader and a dear friend.”

Rabbi Miri Lawrence 
returns to Ealing

RABBI DR MIRI LAWRENCE is returning 
to the pulpit of Ealing Liberal Synagogue 
(ELS) following the retirement of Rabbi 
Janet Burden.

Miri will be working for the community 
on a freelance basis until January 2021, 
before formally starting the role. She 
previously served Ealing in the 1990s 
after her rabbinic ordination.

Miri said: “I have wonderful memories 
of my time at ELS and I am so excited to 
return. I hope that by the time I formally 
start in January 2021 I will have learnt 
more about how the community has 
progressed, as we build for the future on 
Rabbi Janet’s excellent work.”

Janet, who led the Ealing community 
from 2005, retired at the end of August 
and will now become its rabbi emerita.

She said: “I am delighted to retain the 
honour of being made rabbi emerita and 
equally thrilled to be handing over to a 
very special colleague and friend.”

A Zoom synagogue party was held to 
mark the enormous contribution Janet 
has made to the ELS community, with 
synagogue chair William Glassman 
praising her for “always urging us to live 
up to our Liberal Jewish principles.”

Pick up the next issue of lj today 
for tributes to Rabbi Janet Burden 
and Rabbi Elli Tikvah Sarah on their 
retirements from the pulpit.
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The shofar blast heard around the capital

THE Liberal Jewish Synagogue (LJS) 
made the most of new technology this 
Rosh Hashanah, with members able to 
watch Jan Ruiz-Daum blow the shofar in 
the LJS sanctuary and at two well-known 
London landmarks.

Jan sounded the LJS’s spectacularly 
long and curly shofar outside 
Buckingham Palace, as a symbol of 
malchuyot (sovereignty), and in front 
of the Cenotaph, a symbol of zichronot 
(remembrance).

The LJS also continued the tremendous 
innovation and creativity it has shown 
throughout this era of coronavirus with 
a dramatisation of the Book of Jonah 
recorded for the afternoon of Yom Kippur.

Inspired by Rabbi Alexandra Wright, 
a wonderful cast – chosen and directed 
with aplomb by Esta Charkham – brought 
the Biblical text to life most compellingly.

The community’s Judith King said: 
“The words of God, as spoken by Dame 
Janet Suzman, carried potency and the 

intensity of the story was enhanced by an 
atmospheric sound world of music and 
special effects.

“Interspersed within the story were 
thought-provoking reflections written by 
Rabbi Dr Michael Hilton, and delivered by 
him as an older Jonah, looking back on 
his life with the wisdom of age.

“This rendition of the Jonah story will 
long stay in the minds of all of us who 
watched it. Heartfelt thanks to everyone 
involved in bringing it to our screens.”

Liberal Judaism High Holy Days in pictures
Ealing

Finchley

Kingston

East London & Essex

York

Northwood & Pinner

Crouch 
End

Kehillah
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Havdalah in 
South London
ON SATURDAY nights, a group from 
South London Liberal Synagogue 
(SLLS) has been meeting over Zoom 
to drink wine, light candles, sing 
songs and smell fragrant spices. No, 
we’re not recreating Woodstock ’69… 
we are making Havdalah!

Havdalah (Hebrew for separation) 
is a short ceremony which marks 
the conclusion of Shabbat and some 
holidays including Rosh Hashanah.

Havdalah is made after sunset and, 
just as one may light the Shabbat 
candles early, one might also delay 
making Havdalah to prolong Shabbat. 
The ceremony itself requires three 
key elements: a special braided 
Havdalah candle, aromatic spices - 
cloves, cinnamon and cardamom are 
common - and wine or grape juice.

The braided candle is lit and 
blessings are recited or sung 
over each item, followed by a 
final blessing praising God for the 
distinction between the holy and the 
mundane. The candle is extinguished 
within the cup of wine or grape juice 
and it is customary to sing Eliyahu 
Hanavi. The ceremony concludes 
with everyone wishing each other 
Shavua Tov - a good week.

Our prayer book Siddur Lev 
Chadash offers explanations for each 
element of the ceremony. The fruit of 
the vine, in the form of wine or grape 
juice, serves to gladden the heart; 
the fragrance of spices consoles us, 
their lingering scent remaining with 
us as the n’shamah y’terah (added 
soul) of Shabbat departs; the candle, 
and its extinguishing, recalls the 
conclusion of the first Sabbath and 
God’s teaching Adam to make fire 
and dispel darkness.

For myself, this interplay of light 
and darkness evokes a rich symbolic 
potential: the enlightenment of 
Torah, Israel as a light unto the 
nations, the radiance of Moses’ face, 
and the divine sparks which reside 
within all beings.

This final image feels more 
prescient now when we are 
separated. Rather than a single 
flame, my computer screen is filled 
with a multitude of lights, each one 
forming part of a united whole, each 
one a blessing.

• Written by South London Liberal 
Synagogue member Rory

OVER the last month you 
will have seen and heard 
Liberal Judaism’s rabbis 
and communities all 
across the national media 
- including Liberal Judaism 
interim director Rabbi 
Charley Baginsky on BBC 
One’s Sunday Morning Live, 
BBC Radio 2’s Pause For 
Thought and BBC Radio 4’s 
Sunday Programme.

The (socially distanced) 
swim must go on…
Jane Drapkin on a Czech event moved to Berkshire

ONE of the Covid casualties from my 
calendar this summer was a trip to the 
Czech Republic to take part in the third 
annual Hana Greenfield Memorial Swim.

The event is a tribute to Hana, who 
used to swim in the river in Kolín 
alongside her Jewish and her non-
Jewish friends. In June 1942, she was 
deported along with her family and all 
the other Jews from Kolín to the Terezin 
ghetto and concentration camp. Hana 
was one of just a handful of members of 
Kolín’s Jewish community to survive.

My community, Northwood & Pinner 
Liberal Synagogue, has a Torah Scroll 
from Kolín and over the past 40 years 
has developed close links with the town.

We had 180 entrants signed up to take 
part in the swim this year. Unfortunately, 
none of the overseas visitors could 
travel so I brought it to my regular 
swimming location at home – Bray Lake 
Watersports in Berkshire.

And so, on the same day that 
swimmers were taking to the River Labe 
in Kolín, 18 Bray Lake regulars gathered.

We held a ‘memorial circle’ in the 
water, holding a minute’s silence 
to commemorate the Jews of Kolín 
and other victims of persecution, to 
contemplate how we can make our 
society more equal and inclusive and to 
celebrate our freedom.

Then, of course, we swam!
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Walking the wall to raise money for Kehillah

KEHILLAH NORTH LONDON members 
Omar Portillo and Robert Freudenthal 
have been walking the 84-mile Hadrian’s 
Wall footpath to raise money for the Stoke 
Newington community.

The married couple embarked on the 
fundraiser to help Kehillah achieve its 
goals for the year ahead. These include 
building an inclusive programme of 
in-person and online services, events, 
education classes, youth activities and 
social justice work. They have already 
raised more than £2,000.

Omar and Robert said: “Five years 
ago, when deciding to get married and 
continue to build a Jewish household, 
we searched for a Jewish community 
that reflected who we are individually 
and as a household – racially and 
ethnically diverse, LGBTQI-affirming, 
multi-national, progressive – and also 
challenged us to learn more and do more. 
We found such a community in Kehillah 
North London.”

Both are active within the congregation 
and Liberal Judaism nationally. Robert 

is Kehillah chair and a service leader. 
Omar co-leads on various projects and is 
a Liberal Judaism officer, heading up the 
Action Group on Black Jews and Jews of 
Colour Inclusivity.

They added: “Our hope is that building 
a stronger community will uplift our 
members, and those around us, and help 
us work towards achieving the more just 
society that we all wish to see.”

To donate to the fundraiser, please visit 
www.gofundme.com/f/omar-rob-walk-
for-kehillah-north-london

Married couple Omar Portillo (left) and Robert Freudenthal (right) have shared these fantastic photographs from their 84-mile fundraising walk

Join Joyce’s fundraising quiz
By Joe Seager

BIRMINGHAM PROGRESSIVE 
SYNAGOGUE member Joyce Rothschild 
has paved the way for another of her 
trail-blazing drives to give Macmillan 
Cancer Support a massive financial boost.

So light up your time in lockdown by 
taking part in the legendary quiz Joyce 
launched 24 years ago to show her 
gratitude for treatment which helped her 
recover from breast cancer.

She began by reaching out to buy 
crucial equipment for the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital. Since then, all the 

proceeds from the quiz have gone to the 
Macmillan Cancer Support charity to 
bolster its outstanding work for patients 
and their families.

The brain-teasing contests that Joyce 
and her husband, Mark, have devised 
for many loyal supporters have raised a 
colossal £183,561 so far. And it takes only 
a minimum donation of £2 to take part.

Joyce said: “I am lucky to have so many 
people who have kept their long-term 
interest in the quiz. They are like a family 
willing to support a charity close to their 
hearts. And now I’m looking forward to 
lots of new people joining us too.”

There is always a different theme for 
each quiz. This year’s 100 clues are based 
on words ending in four of the five vowels 
– too many words end in E – so it could be 
sombrero, panorama, safari or plateau.

Copies of the quiz can be obtained by 
e-mailing joycesquiz@gmail.com and 
donations can be paid by cheque or 
online at https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/joycesquiz2020

Mike’s a jolly 
good Fellow

PROFESSOR MIKE 
BILLIG, a member 
of Nottingham 
Liberal Synagogue 
(NLS), has been 
elected as a Fellow 
of the British 
Academy - an 
honour only one or 

two people receive each year.
Mike is a former professor of social 

sciences at Loughborough University, 
working in contemporary social 
psychology. He has authored a number 
of books and articles and is acclaimed 
across academia for developing new 
forms of social psychology which are 
closely linked with other social sciences 
and especially with the study of language.

He is also an active member of NLS, 
where he recently gave a fascinating 
Zoom talk on Rock ’n’ Roll Jews.
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Job: A New Translation by Edward L Greenstein 
(ISBN: 9780300162349)

PROFESSOR Edward Greenstein, 
emeritus professor of Bible at Bar Ilan 
University, comes with an awesome 
scholarly reputation. His new translation 
of the book of Job will only 
enhance it.

The approach to the text 
that Greenstein takes is to 
utilise every relevant strand of 
scholarship and to apply it in 
a fearless manner. The result 
is not just a linguistic but a 
literary triumph.

In his introduction he 
prepares the ground for 
the translation to follow: he 
stresses the importance of 
the ancient Semitic languages that are 
cognate with biblical Hebrew and which 
can add nuance and fresh meaning to 
Job. He discusses not translating the 
names of God but using the names in the 
text as they appear, so as to keep them 
free from the later associations that can 
alter perceptions and understanding of 
the original text.

Greenstein describes his new 
translation as a way of ‘setting the 
record straight’ so as to avoid what he 
also describes as a ‘facile and fudged’ 

result. He acknowledges the 
inherent challenges that the 
book represents, and uses 
text critical methodology to 
reassign parts to places where 
they make more sense.

The text is heavily annotated 
so that the reader can 
understand the translation, 
and is an exciting study for any 
Semitic languages nerd.

I enjoyed this book hugely - 
it is a real tour de force.

 However I finished it less impressed 
with the original book of Job than I was 
when I started. In spite of the standard 
claim that it is the Bible’s only attempt to 
wrestle with the key concept of innocent 
suffering in a world ruled by a just God, 
Greenstein’s analysis clarified for me 
what it actually is - a most contrived and 
ultimately unsatisfactory biblical book.

Book reviews by Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh 
ARABS: A 3000-Year 
History of Peoples, Tribes 
and Empires by Tim 
Mackintosh-Smith 
(ISBN: 9780300251630)

MANY people who love 
historical fiction avoid 
reading non-fiction 
books because they 
consider them too dry.

This mammoth 
history of the Arabs, 630 
pages long, is the best 
refutation of that.

The author, Tim 
Mackintosh-Smith, has written several 
well received books about the Arab world, 
and has lived in its heart for more than 30 
years. The authority with which he writes 
and the objectivity that comes from being 
an insider, gives the story an authenticity 
that others might struggle to achieve.

The book is divided into six sections: 
Emergence: 900 BC-AD 600; Revolution: 
600-630; Dominance: 630-900; Decline: 
900-1350; Eclipse: 1350-1800; Re-
emergence: 1800-NOW.

The story it tells is by any account 
extraordinary - particularly once the 
Prophet Mohammed appears and Islam 
goes from being a small-scale tribal 
religion to a global faith.

The sheer speed with which the Arabs 
spread the teachings of the Prophet, 
taking nation after nation under their 
wing, is breathtaking. Furthermore, the 
level of sophistication in almost every 
area of life that they achieved is amazing. 
Yet their greatest years were probably 
between the 7th and 15th centuries, 
after which the Muslim world turned in 
on itself and became the plaything, and 
irritant, of western nations.

Two things remain with me 
particularly having read the book. First, 
the importance of language in the 
development and spread of Islam – for 
Arabic was a conquesting language as 
well as being the language of conquest. 
Second, the way the tribal structures 
of early Islam set trends and modes of 
behaviour which arguably bedevil the 
Islamic world to this day.

Since 11 September 2001, the West 
has become fascinated by the Muslim 
world, and thousands of books have been 
written and published on a myriad of 
subjects under the Islam umbrella.

To fully get the best out of these books 
one needs a general history to set the 
scene; Tim Mackintosh-Smith’s ARABS is 
the perfect such book.

In this Hour: Heschel’s Writings in Nazi Germany and 
London Exile by Abraham Joshua Heschel, foreword by 
Susannah Heschel; edited by Helen Plotkin; translations 
by Stephen Lehmann and Marion Faber 
(ISBN: 9780827613225)

THIS new collection of Heschel’s writings, 
against the backdrop of the 20th century’s 
worst of times, is a highly approachable 
means of accessing his work for those 
who might find his later theological/
philosophical books more opaque.

The book is divided into five sections: 
London: Jewish Learning in Exile; 
Personalities in Jewish History; Don 
Yitzhak Abravanel; For the Jewish 
Holidays in Berlin; Meditations.

The editors add a small preface to each 
section, called Context, which ekes out 
further meanings in Heschel’s pieces, as 
well as giving background information on 
specific details.

Highlights for me in this collection are: 
Heschel’s ‘Personalities and Sketches 
of Seven of the Sages Plus the Apostate 
Elisha Ben Abuyah’; two published 
pieces for Rosh Hashanah in 1936; and a 
haunting reflection on suffering.

This is a collection that will delight 
Heschel devotees and is an easy way in 
for anyone whose knowledge of Heschel 
is limited and would like to learn more.

Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh 
is dean of Leo Baeck College
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Contact LJY-Netzer: Jess Mindel (j.mindel@liberaljudaism.org), Josh Powell (j.powell@liberaljudaism.org)
Director of Youth - Rebecca Fetterman (r.fetterman@liberaljudaism.org)

LJY-Netzer is Liberal Judaism’s 
Zionist youth movement. It gives 
young people the opportunity 
to develop a strong Progressive 
Jewish identity, make lasting 
friendships and have loads of fun

Bringing in the New Year

EVEN though we couldn’t physically be 
together this High Holy Days, we had a 
busy time with our LJY-Netzer members, 
including a very special Rosh Hashanah.

Our Rosh Hashanah weekend began on 
Friday evening with our new movement 
worker Jess Mindel running a beautiful 
service to welcome in the New Year.

Featuring pre-recorded cameos from 
our Bogrimot Ruth, Sam, Dan, Martha, 
Mia and the other Mia, the service 
brought nearly 30 of us together for an 
evening of songs, readings and prayers. 
It was so special to be able to bring the 
participants from our Machaneh B’Bayit 
online summer camp back together again 
with their leaders. We couldn’t think of a 
better way to start 5781.

The next day we learnt about the 
Jewish practice of Tashlich (meaning 
to cast off) through an arts and crafts 
session. Movement workers Josh and 
Rosa, with 15 participants, worked 
their way through an intricate origami 
tutorial and with a few rewinds, pauses 
and missteps we all managed to come 
out with a sturdy sea-faring boat! Well, 
almost everyone - Rosa gave up halfway 
through…

We decorated our boat with portholes 
displaying everything we were proud of 
and an anchor representing the one thing 
we couldn’t have lived without this year 
(bed was a popular option).

Afterwards, we discussed the Jewish 
concept of chet (sin) and how it stems 
from the archery term for an arrow that 
went astray.

With that in mind, we wrote down bits 
of our year and ourselves that had gone 
astray on little pieces of paper which 
populated our boat. Now that we had a 
boat that held an overview of our year, 
the final part was to cast it off on water so 
that we could start looking ahead.

On the Sunday we were lucky enough 
to join LJ Chai - a partnership between 
South Bucks, Dublin, Birmingham, 
Wessex and Manchester - for their 
‘Shofar so Good: How’s Your New Year 
Going?’ event. We took a whistle-stop 
tour of some prominent mentions of the 
shofar in scripture as our participants 
became speed cartoonists, documenting 
these moments to create a storyboard. 
We thought about what a vegan shofar 
could look like and what it would be made 
out of (spoiler alert- not plastic)!

Michael then treated us to a rousing 
rendition of the shofar call and we 
concluded by listening to everyone’s best 
impression of a Shofar.

Whether you joined us for our Rosh 
Hashanah weekend activities or not, we’d 
love to see you at one of our events soon. 

Please check www.ljy-netzer.org and 
the article on the right for some exciting 
activities we have planned soon.

Coming up...
Bogrimot

OUR popular first-year mentor scheme 
has been relaunched this year. It pairs 
up new university students with an 
LJY mentor in their city. Their mentors 
can give them advice, take them for a 
(virtual) coffee and help them become 
comfortable in their new city. We 
also established Regional Kehillot in 
Bristol, Leeds, Manchester, Edinburgh, 
Nottingham and Oxford, with the hope 
that soon they’ll be able to host each 
other for Friday Night Dinners and more. 

University this year is going to be a 
challenge for many so it’s more important 
than ever to stay connected. We’ve been 
updating our contact sheet and bogrimot 
can expect to see some heartwarming 
gifts on their doorsteps soon.

Mitzvah Day - 15 November

For this year’s LJY-Netzer Mitzvah Day, 
we have decided to do something pretty 
ambitious and co-ordinate a collaborative 
Mitzvah Day project with Liberal Judaism 
chederim across the country!

We’re working with over 10 different 
chederim to create a social action 
campaign in solidarity with the Uyghur 
community. The day will be in partnership 
with René Cassin, the Jewish voice for 
human rights, and our participants will be 
learning, creating and (most importantly) 
campaigning for change.

Chanukah Shabbaton - 
12 December

Open to all of our primary-school-
aged members, we’re planning a kef 
extravaganza for the morning of Saturday 
12 December - all themed around 
Chanukah. Think games, crafts and 
maybe even a bit of dreidel spinning! 

It will be a great chance to meet new 
friends and reconnect with old ones.
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Liberal Judaism is the dynamic, cutting edge 
of modern Judaism. It reverences Jewish 
tradition, seeking to preserve the values of the 
past, while giving them contemporary force. 
Charity Number: 1151090

lj today is edited by Simon Rothstein. Please 
send news to s.rothstein@liberaljudaism.org

Liberal Judaism congregations
Bedfordshire Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 0845 869 7105
E: info@bedsps.org.uk
W: bedfordshire-ps.org.uk 

Beit Klal Yisrael (London)
E: admin@bky.org.uk
W: bky.org.uk

Birmingham Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 0121 634 3888
E: bps@liberaljudaism.org
W: bpsjudaism.com 

Brighton and Hove Progressive 
Synagogue 
T: 01273 737 223
E: info@bhps-online.org
W: bhps-online.org

Bristol and West Progressive 
Jewish Congregation 
T: 0117 403 3456
E: info@bwjpc.org
W: bwpjc.org

Crawley Jewish Community
T: 01293 534 294

Crouch End Chavurah 
E: naomi@crouchendchavurah.co.uk
W: crouchendchavurah.co.uk

Dublin Progressive Congregation
E: djpc@liberaljudaism.org
W: djpcireland.com

Ealing Liberal Synagogue 
T: 020 8997 0528
E: admin@ealingliberalsynagogue.org.uk
W: ealingliberalsynagogue.org.uk

East London & Essex Liberal 
Synagogue
T: 0208 989 7619
E: eastlondonandessexliberal@gmail.com

W: eastlondonandessexliberal 
synagogue.org

Eastbourne Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 07497 401 280
E: eljc.contact@gmail.com
W: eljc.org.uk

Edinburgh Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0131 777 8024
E: info@eljc.org
W: eljc.org

Finchley Progressive Synagogue 
T: 020 8446 4063
E: fps@liberaljudaism.org
W: fps.org

Kehillah North London 
T: 07706 354 602
E: info@kehillah.org.uk
W: kehillah.org.uk

Kent Liberal Jewish Community 
T: 07952 242 432
E: enquiries@kljc.org.uk
W: kljc.org.uk

Kingston Liberal Synagogue  
T: 020 8398 7400
E: kls@liberaljudaism.org
W: klsonline.org

Leicester Progressive Jewish 
Congregation 
T: 0116 271 5584
E: chair@lpjc.org.uk
W: lpjc.org.uk

The Liberal Jewish Synagogue 
(St John’s Wood)
T: 020 7286 5181
E: ljs@ljs.org
W: ljs.org

The Liberal Synagogue Elstree 
T: 020 8953 8889
E: office@tlse.org.uk
W: tlse.org.uk

Lincolnshire Jewish Community
T: 01427 628 958 
E: ljc@liberaljudaism.org 
W: lincolnshirejc.co.uk

Manchester Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0161 796 6210
E: mljc@liberaljudaism.org
W: mljc.org.uk 

Mosaic Liberal (Harrow)
T: 020 8864 5323
E: office@mosaicliberal.org.uk
W: mosaicliberal.org.uk

Northwood and Pinner Liberal 
Synagogue 
T: 01923 822 592
E: npls@liberaljudaism.org
W: npls.org.uk

Norwich Liberal Jewish 
Community 
E: nljc@liberaljudaism.org
W: norwichljc.org.uk

Nottingham Liberal Synagogue 
T: 0115 962 4761
E: nls@liberaljudaism.org
W: nottinghamliberalsynagogue.com

Peterborough Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 07561 331 390
E: info@pljc.org.uk
W: pljc.org.uk

Reading Liberal Jewish 
Community
T: 0118 942 8022
E: readingliberaljewishcommunity@
gmail.com 
W: readingljc.org.uk 
 
Shir Hatzafon (Copenhagen) 
E: shir@shirhatzafon.dk
W: shirhatzafon.dk

South Bucks Jewish Community 
T: 0845 644 2370
E: info@sbjc.org.uk
W: sbjc.org.uk

Southgate Progressive 
Synagogue
T: 020 8886 0977
E: office@sps.uk.com
W: sps.uk.com

South London Liberal 
Synagogue (Streatham)
T: 020 8769 4787
E: slls@liberaljudaism.org
W: southlondon.org

Stevenage Liberal Synagogue
T: 01438 300 222
E: stevenageliberalsynagogue@gmail.com

W: stevenageliberalsynagogue.org.uk

Suffolk Liberal Jewish 
Community (Ipswich)
T:01473 250 797
E: sljc@liberaljudaism.org

Three Counties Liberal Jewish 
Community (Gloucestershire 
and Herefordshire)
T: 07900 612 058
E: info@3cljc.org.uk
W: 3cljc.org.uk

Tikvah Chadasha Synagogue 
(Shenfield)
T: 01277 888 610
E: tikvahchadasha@gmail.com
W: tikvahchadasha.com

Wessex Liberal Jewish 
Community (Bournemouth)
T: 01202 757 590
E: wljc.info@gmail.com
W: wessexliberaljudaism.org.uk

West Central Liberal Synagogue
T: 020 7636 7627
E: office@wcls.org.uk
W: wcls.org.uk

York Liberal Jewish Community
T: 0300 102 0062 
E: info@jewsinyork.org.uk
W: jewsinyork.org.uk

Developing and affiliated 

Beit Ha’Chidush (Amsterdam)
T: +31 23 524 7204
E: bhc.informatie@gmail.com
W: beithachidush.nl

Lancashire & Cumbria Liberal 
Jewish Community 
T: 0777 531 0944
W: northwestjews.org

Oxford Jewish Congregation
T: 01865 515 584 
E: connections@ojc-online.org
W: ojc-online.org
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